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Benton PUD Celebrates 75 Years
Benton PUD has been a trusted part of the communities we serve for seventy-five years with a long tradition of forward-thinking
anchored in our public power heritage and strong customer service focus. This has defined us since day one and continues to be
the reason for our existence. In honor of Benton PUD’s 75th anniversary year, we reflect on how it all started and on our accomplishments in 2021.

Public Power Comes to Benton County
Thanks to the efforts of the Washington State Grange, in 1930 Initiative 1 passed with
54 percent of the vote giving citizens of each county the right to create a public utility
district (PUD). Before that, electricity was provided by privately owned companies
who did not consider serving rural areas to be a priority – there just wasn’t enough
profit in it.
In 1934, voters in Benton and Franklin counties approved the first countywide PUDs
and the first commissioners were also elected. Benton PUD’s first priority was to
acquire poles, lines, and property from the Pacific Power & Light Company (PP&L).
After many unsuccessful attempts, the Benton PUD commission voted on a resolution
to approve condemning PP&L property. This was a controversial vote for the commission and the PUD, which resulted in a legal battle. To cover the expenses of the court
case as well as expenses to begin operations the PUD issued municipal bonds.

The year was 1946 ...
On September 12, 1946, Benton PUD became a locally owned, non-profit operating utility. Those first years were busy
upgrading and expanding the electricity delivery systems to handle the fast-growing county. While the average monthly bill
in 1946 was around $5, electricity was only used for lighting, a few appliances and in rare cases, heat. Thanks to electricity, our
quality of life has improved greatly over the years. Today, we take affordable and reliable electricity for granted not only to
operate our computers, televisions and charge our cell phones but as an essential service critical to our health, safety, and
overall well-being.

Benton PUD then and now ...

Electric Connections
1946: 3,240
2021: 56,368

Wholesale Broadband Customers
1946: 0
2021: 768

Miles of Distribution Line
1946: 180 miles
2021: 1,742 miles

Miles of Fiber
1946: 0
2021: 461

Average Annual Usage
1946: 2,470 kWh
2021: 32,403 kWh1

Power Poles
1946: 3,900
2021: 24,660

L to R: Owen Hurd, General Manager, Robert Johanson,
William Campbell & Preston Royer, Commissioners

Power Resources
1946: Hydro
2021: Hydro & Nuclear
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