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[bookmark: _Toc242713878]CALL FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Public Utility District No. 1 of Benton County (referred to as the “District”) will receive bids until 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at the offices of the District at 2721 W. 10th Ave., Kennewick, Washington, by mail, or by hand delivery.  This Call for Bids is for furnishing labor, equipment, and some material to complete the Pole Testing and Treatment project. 

Bid prices shall be firm for a minimum of sixty (60) days from the date of the bid opening.  All bid prices shall exclude State and local sales taxes and use taxes. 

All bids shall be sealed and shall be marked: 

“Bid #26-32-03 – Pole Testing and Treatment”

Bids will be publicly opened at the District’s Administration Building located at 2721 W. 10th Ave., Kennewick, WA, on November 10, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. The District reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive informalities that may arise during the bid process.
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Capitalized terms used herein, on the drawings, and in the Contract Documents are defined as follows:

1. Approved:  The word approved, as used herein, means "approved by the Contract Work Manager."

2. Bidder:  The party, firm, or corporation submitting a bid to the District. The term Bidder is also used in the context of the successful Bidder in this Bid Document.

3. Commissioners:  The Board of Commissioners of the District.

4. Completion of the Work:  Shall mean full performance by the Contractor of the Contractor's obligation under the Contract and all amendments and revisions thereof.

5. Contract:  The signed agreement covering the furnishing of the Work and the payment thereof, in substantially the form contained in this Bid Document.

6. Contract Documents:    All of the following documents are included as various parts of the Contract between the District and the Contractor:

A. Bid Schedule Form
B. Addenda
C. Contractor’s signed Bid Schedule Form 
D. Contract #26-32-03
E. Performance Bond

The table of contents, titles, headings, running headlines, and marginal notes contained herein and in said documents are solely to facilitate reference to various provisions of the Contract Documents and in no way affect, limit, or cast light on the interpretation of the provisions to which they refer.

7. Contractor:  The party, firm, or corporation with whom the District contracts. 

8. District:  The Public Utility District No. 1 of Benton County.

9. Contract Work Manager:  The Manager for the District or his authorized representative.

10. Final Acceptance: Has the meaning set forth in Section 14 of the attached Contract.

11. For Approval:  For approval by the Contract Work Manager.

12. General Manager:  The General Manager of the District or his authorized representative.

13. Inspector:  Person(s) designated as inspector by the District.

14. Plans:  Shall consist of the plans, drawings and maps prepared to show the details of the Work to be performed.

15. Qualified Person:  A person trained in accordance with WAC 296-45 Electrical Worker Safety Rules and proficient in the work practices necessary for Work completion.

16. Bid Document: This Bid Document #26-32-03 – Wood Pole Inspection and Treatment

17. Work:	All construction management, superintendent, labor, materials, equipment, and component parts thereof, transportation and other facilities or services necessary, and completion by Contractor of all documentation to complete Contractor’s obligations as specified in the Contract Documents.
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Completed Bid Form
Bids must be completed on the enclosed Bid Schedule.  Erasures or other changes in the bid must be initiated and dated by bid preparer. Bids must be in ink or typewritten.

2. Envelope Identification
Identify each envelope and read the following information:

	Attention: Procurement Department
Bid #26-32-03 – Pole Inspection and Treatment
Bidder Name: __________________________

3. Bids
	Bids must be received at the District's office, 2721 W. 10th Ave., Kennewick, WA, as stated in the attached Call for Bids.  No bids will be considered that are received after the time specified.  Bids may be mailed, delivered or turned in personally. The District assumes no responsibility for bids not received by the specified time.  

Mail to: P. O. Box 6270 Kennewick, WA 99336			

Hand deliveries to: 2721 W. 10th Ave. Kennewick, WA  99336	

Deliver via courier: 1500 S. Ely St. Kennewick, WA 99337

4. Prequalification
Bids will be accepted ONLY from persons, firms, or corporations that have been approved by the District as pre-qualified bidders in accordance with the provisions of Title 54.04 of the Revised Code of Washington and have attended the mandatory pre-bid conference.

5. Performance Bond
	The successful Bidder will be required to furnish a Performance Bond with a surety authorized to do business in the State of Washington, in a sum not less than one hundred percent (100%) of the bid amount set out in the Bid Schedule by the successful Bidder.

6. Subletting and Subcontracting.  
	The Bidder shall submit, as part of the bid, the names of subcontractors whose subcontract amount is more than ten (10) percent of the bid price with whom the Bidder, if awarded the Contract, will subcontract for performance of Work included in the Bid Schedule. 

7. Failure to Execute Contract
	In the event the successful Bidder fails to furnish an approved Performance Bond and/or fails to sign the Contract within ten (10) days after notification by the District, the District will remove the Contractor from the District’s Small Works Roster and Prequalification Contractors Roster.

8. Taxes
	All federal, state, and local sales and applicable use taxes shall not be included in the bids.

9. Familiarity with Conditions
	Before submitting its bid, the Bidder shall make and shall be deemed to have made a careful examination of the site of the Work, the Plans, Contractor's Bid Schedule, and other documents for the Work, and shall become informed as to the location and nature of the proposed Work, the transportation facilities, the kind and character of soil and terrain to be encountered, general local conditions, and all other matters that may affect the cost and the time of completion of the Work. Bidders shall comply with all applicable statutes, regulations, etc., including those pertaining to the licensing of contractors.

10. Minor Irregularities
	The District reserves the right to waive minor irregularities in any Bid, if it appears to the District that they were made inadvertently.  Any such irregularities so waived must be corrected on the Bid Schedule in which they occur before the acceptance thereof by the District.

11. Corrections, Interpretations and Addenda
	Any omissions, discrepancies or need for interpretations should be brought to the attention of the District by contacting Procurement Department, cp@bentonpud.org no later than two (2) business days prior to the bid opening. The Procurement Department may issue written addenda to clarify language in the Bid Document or to provide an answer to submitted questions. It shall be the responsibility of the Bidder to verify the issuance of any addenda before submitting the bid.  Each bid shall include specific acknowledgment of receipt of all addenda issued during the bidding period.

12. Bid Award
The responsible Bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid will be awarded the Contract.

13. Bidder Protest Process
A Bidder who wants to protest the competitive bidding process of a public works project must submit a written notice of its protest to the District’s Manager of Procurement no later than two (2) full business days following the bid opening. The protesting Bidder shall submit the written notice of protest, together with all supporting documentation for the protest, to:	

Michelle Ochweri, Manager of Procurement
PO Box 6270
2721 W. 10th Ave.
Kennewick, WA 99336

The District will consider the additional information submitted before issuing its final determination on the protest. If the final determination issued by the District does not modify the bid opening results being protested, the District will not execute a contract with any Bidder other than the protesting Bidder until the District has provided the protesting Bidder at least two full business days’ written notice of the District’s intent to execute a contract for the project.

14. Bidder Responsibility and Appeal Process
Mandatory Bidder Responsibility - Before award of a public works contract, a Bidder must meet the following mandatory bidder responsibility criteria to be considered a responsible bidder. The Bidder must:

a. Submit a copy of a current certificate of registration in compliance with chapter 18.27 RCW,

b. Have a current state unified business identifier number,

c. Have industrial insurance coverage for Bidder's employees working in Washington; as required in Title 51 RCW,

d. Have a current employment security department number; as required in Title 50 RCW, 

e. Have a current state excise tax registration number, as required in Title 82 RCW, 

f. Not be disqualified from bidding on any public works contract under RCW 39.06.010 or 39.12.065(3), 

g. Certify that within the three-year period immediately preceding the date of this bid solicitation, the Bidder has not been determined either by a final and binding citation and notice of assessment issued by the Department of Labor and Industries or through a civil judgment entered by a court of limited or general jurisdiction to have willfully violated, as defined in RCW 49.48.082, any provision of chapter 49.46, 49.48, or 49.52 RCW, 

h. Per RCW 39.06.02, each of the Bidder’s first tier subcontractors, and a subcontractor of any tier that hires other subcontractors must verify that each of its subcontractors meets the responsibility criteria in RCW 39.04.350(1), and,

i. Provided with other supplemental criteria requested elsewhere in the Bid Document.

Supplemental Bidder Responsibility – If listed, a Bidder must submit the supplemental bidder responsibility items listed in Section 1 of the Specific Instructions (Information to be Submitted with Bid) as part of their completed Bid Form. 

A Bidder may request a modification of the supplemental bidder responsibility by contacting the District in writing no later than five (5) business days before the scheduled bid opening. The District will review all requests for modifications and will issue an addendum if necessary.

If the District determines the Bidder does not meet the mandatory or supplemental bidder responsibility criteria as set out in this Bid Document and is therefore not a responsible bidder, the District shall notify the Bidder in writing with the reasons for its determination. If the Bidder disagrees with this determination, it may appeal the determination by presenting additional information to the District no later than two full business days following receipt of the District’s determination. If the final determination affirms that the Bidder is not responsible, the District will not execute a contract with any other Bidder until two business days after the Bidder determined to be not responsible has received the final determination notice from the District. 
 
15. The Evaluation of the Bid
In evaluating the bids, the following criteria will be used to determine the responsiveness of each bid:

a. Unit prices set out on Bid Schedule.

b. Ability of the Bidder to perform the Contract within the time specified, considering all the Bidder's existing business commitments.

c. Thoroughness of Bidder's compliance with and completion of data requests to the extent it impacts the District's ability to compare bids and verify compliance with Specifications.

d. Qualifications and eligibility of Bidder to receive an award of the Contract under applicable laws and regulations.

e. Such other information as may be secured having a bearing on the decision to award the Contract, including, but not limited to, prior safety violations and lawsuits.

Additional evaluation criteria may be specified elsewhere in this Bid Document.  The District hereby reserves the right to evaluate the subcontractors listed by the Bidder to perform categories of Work under the terms of the Contract using the same or similar evaluation criteria that apply to the Bidders themselves.

16. Withdrawal or Modification of Proposal  
The Bidder may, without prejudice to himself, withdraw, modify or correct a proposal after it has been deposited with the District; provided, a request for such withdrawal, modification, or correction is filed with the District in writing or by telegram before the time set for opening bids.

17. Contract
The successful Bidder will be required to execute a contract substantially like the Proposed Contract contained in this Bid Document.



	
18. Postponement of Opening  
The District reserves the right to postpone the date and time announced for opening of bids.  Such postponement may be made at any time before the time announced for the bids, and the District will give notice of any such postponement to each Bidder.

19. Prevailing Wages
Bidder agrees that no workman, laborer or mechanic employed in the performance of any part of this Contract shall be paid less than the ‘prevailing rate of wage’ as determined by the industrial statistician of the Department of Labor and Industries. The schedule of prevailing wage rates for the locality or localities where this Contract will be performed is by reference made a part of this Contract as though fully set forth herein. The schedule can be viewed online at http://www.lni.wa.gov/TradesLicensing/PrevWage/, or a hard copy may be requested from the District. It will be the responsibility of the Contractor to pay all filing fees necessary to comply with RCW 39.12. WAC 296-127-01320 requires that the wood pole inspection and treatment work be performed by a person paid as a Power Line Construction electrician and how that scope specifically includes certain helper categories that may assist and must be supervised by the Power Line Construction Electrician. See Appendix B (Work Classification for Wood Pole Testing & Treatment) for additional information regarding work classification.

20. Customer Relations
The Contractor agrees that its personnel and equipment shall always present a neat appearance. All Work shall be done, all contacts with the customers made, and all complaints handled, with due regard for the District's public relations. The Contractor agrees that complaints of any nature received from property owners or public authorities shall receive immediate attention. All complaints and any action taken by the Contractor in connection with such complaints shall be reported to the District. It is understood that the Contractor does not represent the District and has no authority to obligate the District for any payment or benefit of any kind to any person.

21. Workmanship and Materials/Components and Inspection
All workmanship, materials and components shall be equal in quality to the best in the industry and area as determined by the District. Unless the Contract Documents expressly provide otherwise, all materials and components shall be new and without flaws or defects of any type. These materials and components shall be well suited for the purpose of the Work and shall be as specified by patent or proprietary name and/or names of manufacturer.

The Contractor shall submit to the District for approval detail drawings and prints of fabricated materials and components entering the Work if the Contract Documents call for these submittals or if the District requests them. Approval of these prints and drawings shall not operate to waive or modify any provision or requirement contained in these Contract Documents. These drawings and prints shall become the property of the District.

The inspection of the Work will be conducted under the general direction of the Contract Work Manager and will be inspected by the Contract Work Manager who will enforce strict compliance with the terms of the Contract. The presence or lack of presence of the Contract Work Manager shall not relieve the Contractor or responsible agent of any responsibility for the proper execution of the Work.

22. Samples & Information / Materials or Components
If the Contract Documents require, or if the District requests, the Contractor shall submit for approval sample specimens of materials or components.

If the Contract Documents require or if the District requests, the Contractor shall furnish to the District full information concerning any materials or components which it contemplates incorporating into the Work.

23. Coordination of Activities 
Other contractors or the District personnel may be working in the same area where the Contractor's work will take place. The Contractor must anticipate that this concurrent activity may interfere with or suspend its work from time to time.  Unless this interference or suspension, in the opinion of the Contract Work Manager, unreasonably delays the Work or unreasonably increases the Contractor's cost of performing the Work, it shall not entitle the Contractor to any time or price adjustment under the Contract. Further, the Contractor shall fully cooperate with other contractors and the District personnel to avoid any delay or hindrance to their work. The Contractor shall coordinate its work with the work which others are performing. The District may direct that the Contractor and other people mutually use certain facilities. 

24. Safety, Sanitary and Medical Requirements 
The Contractor, at its own costs and expense, shall protect its own employees, subcontractors, employees of subcontractors, the District employees and all other persons from risk of death, injury or bodily harm arising out of or in any way connected with the Work. The Contractor shall strictly comply with all safety orders, rules, regulations or requirements of all federal, state and local governmental agencies exercising jurisdiction over safety relating to the Work, including, but not limited to, federal OSHA and state WISHA regulations, and shall comply fully with all applicable safety requirements, policies and rules. The Contractor is responsible to notify the District before use of any hazardous material. The Contractor shall furnish to the District a copy of any Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) relating to any hazardous material delivered and/or used during the performance of Work within twenty-four (24) hours of the arrival of such material on-site. The Contractor is further responsible for proper use and disposal of any hazardous material and for conducting operations in accordance with all local, state and federal guidelines and restrictions. The Contractor shall effectively carry out the safety, sanitary and medical requirements referenced in the Contract Documents, required by law, or appropriate to perform the Work properly and to protect the safety and health of all workers and other members of the public.

The Contractor shall stress safe practices by all workers and shall provide and enforce the use of guards, helmets, goggles, and other safety devices required by federal and state laws and regulations.

The Contractor shall maintain all portions of the Work in a neat, clean, and sanitary condition always. The Contractor shall supply toilets where needed for use by workers on the Work and shall strictly enforce their use.

The Contractor shall comply with all federal and state regulations pertaining to first-aid facilities.

If the Work involves trench excavation which will exceed a depth of four (4) feet, the Contractor shall utilize adequate safety systems for the trench excavation. These safety systems must meet all safety requirements, including those specified by WISHA. Compliance with these requirements shall be included as a separate line item in the Contractor’s bid (RCW 39.04.180).

Periodically the District may arrange an inspection to verify compliance with laws, regulations and codes with representatives of organizations responsible for the enforcement of regulations relating to safety, sanitary and medical requirements, and Contractor agrees to cooperate fully during such inspections. 

25. Protection of Work and The Environment
The Contractor shall properly protect the Work, including all equipment and materials. From damage due to the nature of the Work, the action of the elements, the carelessness of others, or any other cause, until the completion and acceptance of the Work.  If any damage occurs, the Contractor shall repair it at its own expense, to the satisfaction of the District.

The Contractor shall rebuild, repair and restore any damage occurring before the final acceptance, and it shall bear all the expenses to do so, except damage caused by: (a) acts of God, such as earthquakes, floods and other cataclysmic phenomenon of nature, or (b) acts of war.  The foregoing exceptions shall not apply of damages result from the Contractor’s failure to take reasonable precautions or to exercise sound practices in conducting the Work.  Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as relieving the Contractor from responsibility for, or damage resulting from, the Contractor’s operation or its negligence.

The Contractor shall strictly adhere to the requirements of federal, state, county, or city permits. In addition, the Contractor shall also perform the work deemed necessary to conform to the rules and regulations required by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or any other governing agency, and any other environmental stipulations regarding said permits. This requirement shall include the 4(d) rules and regulations as outlined in Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

If any violations are discovered, the Contractor shall stop work and immediately correct the violation without the District incurring any additional costs.

RCW 39.04.120 provides that the Contract Documents are, to the extent reasonably obtainable, to include those provisions of federal, state, and local statutes, ordinances and regulations dealing with the prevention of environmental pollution and the preservation of public natural resources which affect or are affected by the Work. These Contract Documents incorporate by reference those provisions. Contractor may contact the Contract Work Manager to arrange to examine the provisions. Contractor shall fully comply with this legislation and with all applicable federal and state orders, permits, approvals, certifications, licenses, ordinances and regulations and any other applicable environmental legislation.

26. Cleaning Up 
The Contractor shall keep the premises which it occupies, and access to the premises, in a neat, clean, and safe condition, free from rubbish. Upon completion of any portion of the Work, the Contractor shall promptly remove all equipment, temporary structures, and surplus materials which it will not use at or near the same location during later stages of the Work.  

Upon completion of the Work, and as a precondition to final payment, the Contractor shall satisfactorily remove and dispose of all rubbish and debris resulting from its Work and all its equipment, tools, buildings, and unused materials. The Contractor shall leave the premises in a neat, clean, and safe condition. If the Contractor fails to do this, the District may, at the Contractor’s expense, remove and dispose of, or have removed and disposed of, the rubbish and debris. 

Debris will be removed at the Contractor’s expense. The District’s dumpsters are not available for use. 

27. Protest Procedure / Waiver
If the Contractor disagrees with anything contained in a change order, any written    order or any oral order from the District or Contract Work Manager (including any direction, instruction, interpretation or determination by any of the foregoing), the Contractor shall:

a. Immediately, before doing the Work, deliver to the District a signed written notice of protest.

b. Supplement the written protest within five (5) business days with a written statement providing the following:

i. The date of the protested order;
ii. The nature and circumstances which caused the protest;
iii. The Contract provisions upon which the Contractor bases its protest;
iv. The estimated dollar cost, if any, of the protested work and the method used to determine that cost; and
v. If the Contractor is asserting a schedule change or disruption, an analysis of the progress schedule shows the schedule change or disruption.
vi. If the protest continues, the information required above shall be supplemented as requested by the District.

c. Throughout any protested work, the Contractor shall keep complete records of all costs and time incurred. The Contractor shall provide the District or its designee with access to these, and any other records requested by the District to evaluate the protest.

d. The District will evaluate all protests, provided the procedures in this section are followed. If the District determines that a protest is valid, the District will adjust payment for work or time by an equitable adjustment through a change order.

e. Despite any protest, the Contractor shall proceed promptly with the Work.

f. The Contractor accepts all requirements of a change order by: (a) endorsing it; (b) writing a separate acceptance; or (c) not protesting in the manner which this section requires. A change order which is not protested as required in this section shall be full payment and final settlement of all claims for Contract time and for direct, indirect and all other costs, including claimed costs of delays, related to any Work either covered or affected by the change. By not protesting as this section requires, the Contractor also waives any additional entitlement and accepts the District’s written or oral order (including directions, instructions, interpretations, and determinations). By failing to identify any claim as required by this section, the Contractor waives any claims for protested Work.

g. The Contractor shall be solely responsible for any costs or expenses arising from its failure to request any instructions or interpretations.

28. Additional Remedies Upon Default
Any of the following non-exclusive lists of events constitute default by the Contractor and a material breach of the Contract:

a. The Contractor abandons the Work. 

b. The Contractor fails to supply sufficiently skilled workers, suitable materials or suitable equipment or performs work of a quality below that called for in the Contract Documents.

c. The Contractor fails to maintain the schedule of work or fails to meet any of the schedules specified in the Contract Documents.

d. The Contractor violates laws, regulations or orders of any public body having jurisdiction.

e. The Contractor fails to make prompt payment for labor, materials, supplies, or equipment or to subcontractors.

f. The Contractor fails to provide the approved Notice of Intent to Pay Prevailing Wages or fails to provide and maintain in effect the required insurance.

g. The Contractor fails to comply with the conditions, specifications, or provisions of 	the Contract Documents.

h. The Contractor is careless or incompetent as determined by the District.

i. The Contractor ceases or is unable to pay its debts as they mature or authorizes or takes any action under bankruptcy or reorganization, readjustment of debt, insolvency, liquidation or if other similar laws or proceedings under any such laws are instituted against it.

j. The Contractor assigns this Contract or sublets Work without first obtaining the District's permission.

If the Contractor fails to remedy any of the above acts of default within ten (10) calendar days after the District delivers to it written notice of the default, the District may, without limiting any other remedy available to it, either withhold any amounts otherwise due under the Contract and/or terminate the Contractor's right to proceed with all or any portion of the Work. The District shall also have the right, but shall not be obligated, to complete the Work by whatever method the District deems expedient including employing another Contractor or Contractors under any contract(s) the District deems advisable. The District may provide any labor or materials and perform all or any part of the Work which has been terminated. To complete the Work, the District shall have the right to take possession of and to use any or all the materials, plant, tools, equipment, supplies and the property furnished by the Contractor for the Work. The Contractor shall not remove any materials, tools, equipment or supplies from their location at the time of termination without the prior written consent of the District.
	
The expense of completing the Work, together with a reasonable charge for awarding and administering any contract(s) and the damages caused by the delays thus occasioned in completing the Work will be charged to the Contractor. The District will deduct the amounts described in the preceding sentence from any amounts which may be due or may become due to the Contractor. In case the expenses exceed the amounts due or to become due, the Contractor shall, upon notice from the District, promptly pay to the District the amount of the excess. The District shall not be required to obtain the lowest figures for Contract completion, but; may make those expenditures which in its sole discretion will best accomplish timely, quality completion.

The District's termination of a Contractor shall not affect any rights of the District against the Contractor than existing, or which may thereafter accrue. Any retention or payment of monies by the District due to the Contractor shall not release the Contractor from liability.

29. Warranty
In addition to any other warranties required and/or provided in the Contract Documents, the Contractor warrants that: (i) the Work is performed/supplied in a workmanlike and skillful manner; (ii) the Work in all respects is of good quality, free from all faults and defects in workmanship, material, design and title; (iii) the Work strictly complies with the requirements of the Contract Documents; and (iv) all materials, equipment and other items incorporated into the Work or consumed in the performance/supply of the Work are new and of the most suitable grade for the purpose intended.

The warranty set out in paragraph A above extends for the duration of the Contract and for one (1) year after Final Acceptance of the Work by the District. If, during the one (1) year warranty period, the Work is not available for normal use due to a failure to comply with the requirements of the Contract Documents or any warranty, the time of unavailability shall not be counted as part of the warranty period. If at any time during the warranty period the District notifies the Contractor of any failure to comply with the warranty, the Contractor shall promptly and, at the time the District directs, correct the noncompliance and remedy any damage to other items of the Work or any other property resulting from the noncompliance. The warranty period shall then be extended for any corrected Work until the expiration of one (1) year after acceptance by the District of the correction or the expiration of the original warranty period, whichever is later. All costs involved in correcting and remedying any noncompliance (including, but not limited to, the removal, replacement and reinstallation of items necessary to gain access) shall be borne by the Contractor.

Neither acceptance nor final payment nor partial or entire use of the Work by The District, shall relieve the Contractor of warranty responsibility. The rights and remedies of the District provided in this section are in addition to and do not in any way limit any other warranties expressed or implied, rights or remedies afforded to the District by the Contract Documents or by law.

The Contractor warrants that the Work is free of any claim of patent infringement. The Contractor shall either defend or settle, at its own expense, any claim, suit or proceeding against the District based on a claimed patent infringement. The Contractor shall pay all damages and costs awarded against the District due to this breach. If the Work or any part of it is held to constitute an infringement and the use of the Work or any part of it is enjoined, the Contractor shall, at its own expense, either procure for the District the right to continue using the Work or replace the Work with non-infringing Work acceptable to the District.

30. Publications
Neither the Contractor nor its subcontractors shall make any publications concerning the Work without prior written authorization by the District.

31. Equal Opportunity
If required by applicable law or Contract, the Contractor shall comply with (and   represents that it is fully informed of) all applicable laws concerning equal opportunity in employment, including, without limitation, the requirements of Executive Order No. 11246: Executive Order No. 11701, "List of Job Openings for Veterans"; the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and all of the orders, rules and regulations promulgated thereunder (including, but not limited to, 41 CFR Section 60-l, 41 CFR Part 60-250 and 41 CFR Part 60-741).

The "Equal Opportunity Clause" set forth in 41 CFR Section 60-l.4(b), the clause entitled "Affirmative Action Obligations for Disabled Veterans and Veterans of the Vietnam Era" set forth in 41 CFR Section 60-250.4 and the clause entitled "Affirmative Action for Handicapped Workers" set forth in 41 CFR Section 60-741.4 are by this reference incorporated in this Contract.

The Contractor certifies that segregated facilities (within the meaning of 41 CFR Section 60-1.8) are not and will not be maintained or provided for the Contractor’s employees, and that the Contractor will not permit its employees to perform Work at any location under the Contractor’s control where segregated facilities are maintained. The Contractor shall obtain any similar certification required by 41 CFR Section 60-1.8.

32. Patents and Royalties
Unless otherwise provided, the Bidder shall be solely responsible for clearing the right to use any patented or copyrighted materials in the performance of the Contract resulting from this bid. The Bidder, without exception, shall indemnify and hold harmless the District and its employees from liability of any nature or kind, including cost and expenses for or on account of any copyrighted, patented, or unpatented invention, process, or article manufactured or supplied by the Bidder. In the event of any claim against the District of copyright or patent infringement, the District shall promptly provide written notification to the Bidder. If such a claim is made, the Bidder shall use its best efforts to promptly purchase for the District any infringing products or services or procure a license, at no cost to the District, which will allow continued use of the service or product. If none of the alternatives are reasonably available, the District agrees to return the article on request to the Bidder and receive reimbursement, if any, as may be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction.

33. Environmental Legislation
RCW 39.04.120 provides that the Contract Documents are, to the extent reasonably obtainable, to include those provisions of federal, state and local statutes, ordinances and regulations dealing with the prevention of environmental pollution and the preservation of public natural resources which affect or are affected by the Work. These Contract Documents incorporate by reference those provisions. Contractor shall fully comply with this legislation and with all applicable federal and state orders, permits, approvals, certifications, licenses, ordinances and regulations and any other applicable environmental legislation.

34. Brand Name or Equals/Deviations
Unless otherwise specified, the mention of a particular manufacturer’s brand name or number in the specifications does not imply that this product is the only one that will be considered for purchase. This reference is intended solely to designate the type or quality of merchandise that will be acceptable. Equal offers will be considered and must include descriptive literature and/or specifications. Failure to provide descriptive literature and/or specifications with equal offers will result in the disqualification of the bid. The determination as to whether any alternate product or service is or is not equal shall be made solely by the District and such determination shall be final and binding upon all Bidders. The District reserves the right to request and review additional information to make such a determination. Although the District provides for the consideration of alternate bids, it reserves the right to make an award in the best interest of the District. Such award may not necessarily be given to the lowest bid offered. The Bidder shall be responsible for reading very carefully, and understanding completely, the requirements and the specifications of the items bid upon. Unless the bid is in response to a “Brand Name or Equal” requirement, deviations from the specifications will only be considered if requested in writing prior to the date and time specified for receipt of bids. Deviations, if accepted, will be specifically addressed in writing via an addendum to the Bid Document. Any goods or services that are not in compliance with the specifications will not be accepted.

35. Escalation Clause
Bids will not be accepted if an escalation clause is submitted as part of the bid.

36. No Freight Charges
All freight/delivery charges must be included in the bid amount, and any attempt by a Bidder to charge the District for freight/delivery charges separately will result in the bid being rejected.

37. Public Record 
Bidder acknowledges that the District is subject to the Washington State public records disclosure provisions of RCW 42.56 and that these Contract Documents and all materials made available under or because of it (collectively for this Section called the “Materials”), shall be public records as defined in RCW 42.56. Any specific part of the Materials that is claimed by the Bidder to be Confidential Information or proprietary information must be clearly identified as such by the Bidder as set forth below.

If Bidder considers any portion of the Materials to be protected from disclosure under the law, Bidder must, at the time the Bid Schedule Form is submitted, clearly mark on each page and/or individual piece (collectively referred to in this Section as “Record”) (as opposed to marking only the first page or a cover page to a Record) on the bottom or top of each Record in a manner which makes the words immediately obvious and identifiable, the following words, all capitalized: “PROPRIETARY AND CONFIDENTIAL.” A Bidder which does not do this agrees, for itself and any subcontractor, partner, or other person or entity whose Material is used in connection with or incorporated into the Contract Documents, that each Record, which is not marked, may be inspected and copied by the public and further that the District may disclose the same to the public for such purposes.

For each Record appropriately marked as “PROPRIETARY AND CONFIDENTIAL,” the District will determine whether, in its opinion, the Record is exempt from inspection and/or copying under Washington law; additionally, if in its discretion the District determines that the Record is not exempt from disclosure to the public, the District will notify the Bidder of the request and the District’s decision that the Record should be disclosed. The District will allow the Bidder ten (10) days to file suit and obtain a court order to restrain disclosure by the District. If the Bidder fails or neglects to take such action within said time, the District will release all Records, which it has deemed it must disclose.  The Bidder agrees and warrants that neither it, nor any subcontractor, partner, or other person or entity, providing it with Material for inclusion in the Contract Documents, will have any claim whatsoever against the District arising out of either disclosure or any action taken by the District under this section as long as the District follows the procedures in this Section.

Bidder further releases the District from any liability to the Bidder arising out of any such disclosure or action and agrees to indemnify and hold the District harmless from any claim whatsoever, including attorney’s fees, made by any subcontractor, partner, or other person or entity arising out of disclosure.

In addition to the Bidder, this section shall be binding on all subcontractors, partners, persons or entitles which have allowed their Materials to be used by the Bidder for purposes of making or performing under the Contract Documents; provided, for purposes of notice by the District to a Bidder of a request for public records and the right to restrain disclosure as set out above, notice need only be given to the Bidder notwithstanding that others may have allowed the Bidder to use their Materials for, or as a result of, the Contract Documents. Bidder will have the sole obligation, if any, to notify subcontractors, partners, or other persons or entities, regarding the public document disclosure issues set out in this Section.


38. Rules of Interpretation
The Contract Documents, unless a clear contrary intention appears, shall be construed and interpreted as follows: (1) the singular number includes the plural number and vice versa; (2) reference to any person includes such person’s successors and assigns but, in the case of a Party, only if such successors and assigns are permitted by the Contract Documents, and reference to a person in a particular capacity excludes such person in any other capacity or individually; (3) reference to any agreement (including the Contract Documents), document, instrument or tariff means such agreement, document, instrument, or tariff as amended or modified and in effect from time to time in accordance with the terms thereof and, if applicable, the terms hereof; (4) reference to any Applicable Laws and Regulations means such Applicable Laws and Regulations as amended, modified, codified, or reenacted, in whole or in part, and in effect from time to time, including, if applicable, rules and regulations promulgated thereunder; (5) unless expressly stated otherwise, reference to any Article, Section or Appendix means such Article of the Contract Documents or such Appendix to the Contract Documents, or such Section as the case may be; (6) ”including” (and with correlative meaning “include”) means including without limiting the generality of any description preceding such term; and (7) relative to the determination of any period of time, “from” means “from and including”, “to” means “to but excluding” and “through” means “through and including”.

39. Data and Information Security Clause 
a. Ownership.  District’s data (“District Data,” which shall also be known and treated by Service Provider as Confidential Information) shall include: (a) District’s data collected, used, processed, stored, or generated as the result of the use of the Services; and, (b) personally identifiable information (“PII“) collected, used, processed, stored, or generated as the result of the use of the Services, including, without limitation, any information that identifies an individual, such as an individual’s social security number or other government-issued identification number, date of birth, address, telephone number, biometric data, mother’s maiden name, email address, credit card information, or an individual’s name in combination with any other of the elements listed herein.  District Data is and shall remain the sole and exclusive property of District and all rights, title, and interest in the same is reserved by District.  This Section shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

b. Service Provider Use of District Data.  Service Provider is provided with a limited license to District Data for the sole and exclusive purpose of providing the Services, including a license to collect, process, store, generate, and display District Data only to the extent necessary in the providing of the Services.  Service Provider shall: (a) keep and maintain District Data in strict confidence, using such degree of care as is appropriate and consistent with its obligations as further described in this Agreement and applicable law to avoid unauthorized access, use, disclosure, or loss; (b) use and disclose District Data solely and exclusively for the purpose of providing the Services, such use and disclosure being in accordance with this Agreement, and applicable law; and, (c) not use, sell, rent, transfer, distribute, or otherwise disclose or make available District Data for Service Provider’s own purposes or for the benefit of anyone other than District without District’s prior written consent.  This Section shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

c. Extraction of District Data.  Service Provider shall, within one (1) business day, or as mutually agreed to, of District’s request, provide District, without charge and without any conditions or contingencies whatsoever (including but not limited to the payment of any fees due to Service Provider), an extract of the District Data in the format specified by District.

d. Backup and Recovery of District Data.  As a part of the Services, Service Provider is responsible for maintaining a backup of District Data and for an orderly and timely recovery of such data if the Services may be interrupted.  Service Provider shall maintain a contemporaneous backup of District Data that can be recovered within two (2) hours, or as mutually agreed to, at any point in time.  Additionally, Service Provider shall store a backup of District Data in an off-site “hardened” facility no less than daily, maintaining the security of District Data, the security requirements of which are further described herein.  Any backups of District Data shall not be considered in calculating storage used by District.

e. Loss of Data.  In the event of any act, error or omission, negligence, misconduct, or breach that compromises or is suspected to compromise the security, confidentiality, or integrity of District Data or the physical, technical, administrative, or organizational safeguards put in place by Service Provider that relate to the protection of the security, confidentiality, or integrity of District Data, Service Provider shall, as applicable: (a) cooperate with District in investigating the occurrence, including making available all relevant records, logs, files, data reporting, and other materials required to comply with applicable law or as otherwise required by District; (b) in the case of PII, at District’s sole election, (i) notify the affected individuals who comprise the PII as soon as practicable but no later than is required to comply with applicable law, or, in the absence of any legally required notification period, within five (5) calendar days of the occurrence; or, (ii) reimburse District for any costs in notifying the affected individuals; (c) in the case of PII, provide third-party credit and identity monitoring services to each of the affected individuals who comprise the PII for the period required to comply with applicable law, or, in the absence of any legally required monitoring services, for no less than twelve (12) months following the date of notification to such individuals; (d) perform or take any other actions required to comply with applicable law as a result of the occurrence; (e) without limiting District’s obligations of indemnification as further described in this Agreement, indemnify, defend, and hold harmless District for any and all Claims (as defined herein), including reasonable attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses incidental thereto, which may be suffered by, accrued against, charged to, or recoverable from District in connection with the occurrence; (f) be responsible for recreating lost District Data in the manner and on the schedule set by District without charge to District; and, (g) provide to District a detailed plan within ten (10) calendar days of the occurrence describing the measures Service Provider will undertake to prevent a future occurrence.  Notification to affected individuals, as described above, shall comply with applicable law, be written in plain language, and contain, at a minimum: name and contact information of Service Provider’s representative; a description of the nature of the loss; a list of the types of data involved; the known or approximate date of the loss; how such loss may affect the affected individual; what steps Service Provider has taken to protect the affected individual; what steps the affected individual can take to protect himself or herself; contact information for major credit card reporting agencies; and, information regarding the credit and identity monitoring services to be provided by Service Provider.  This Section shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

f. Secure Software Development.  Service provider or vendor shall provide evidence or documentation of Secure SDLC use, such as security requirements development and architecture risk analysis during design phases.  This should include security architecture documentation for final product or implementation.

g. Encryption of Date.  Any District data accessed, transferred or stored by the service provider shall be encrypted while in transit and while at rest.  Any associated passwords or cryptographic keys will be reasonably secured and managed.  Provide to District data encryption plan documentation.

h. Cybersecurity threats, information and notification.  If service provider or vendor become aware of any security threats, vulnerabilities or breach impacting or involving District data or systems, District shall be notified as soon as possible, and not later than 24 hours after becoming aware of such occurrence.  Vendor shall provide the District with an updated security assessment, evaluation or testing results or documentation as required by the District, throughout the duration of the product or service used by the District in a production environment.  If the District becomes aware of any previously unknown vulnerability in providers software or services, the District will notify provider of such finding within a reasonable timeframe.

i. Security review.  The District may conduct an internal risk review of provider or vendor prior to commitment of services or products by the provider.  Provider shall provide access to relevant security related programs, products or service documentation for purposes of completing this review.  The purpose of this review is to gauge vendors’ ability to maintain an acceptable level of information security as it relates to products or services provided to the District.  This review will include an assessment of service providers security architecture documentation, evidence of security policy development, incident response, disaster recovery and other related areas of information assurance as related to the project, product or services.  This review may require the completion of a risk review questionnaire by service provider.   

40. Contract Term
The term of the Contract to be awarded under this bid will begin January 1, 2027, and end December 31, 2027, with an option to extend annually for three (3) additional years.
[bookmark: _Toc242713881]SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
1. Project Location
All Work is located within Benton County, Washington.

2. Project Description
The 2027 Pole Inspection and Treatment Work will entail the inspection, testing, photographing, and treatment of approximately Two Thousand, Four Hundred (2,400) wood poles within Benton County for each Contract term. Poles less than ten (10) years old shall be visually inspected, sounded, and reported if the visual inspection merits no further inspection or treatment. All other poles shall be inspected above and below groundline as specified in this Bid Document. Most poles should receive a partial excavation with treatment. Poles more than ten (10) years in age shall be fully excavated and treated if they have never been tested.
a. The Contractor shall furnish all supervision, labor, tools, software, equipment, and materials necessary for above and below ground inspection and treatment of poles.  The Contractor shall comply with all DOT, EPA, OSHA, WISHA, and Department of Agriculture regulations.  The Contractor shall perform proper disposal of all containers and materials used during the Work.  No debris will be left on the job site.  Upon request by the District, the Contractor shall submit all licenses and permits to the District for review.  The Contractor will furnish all chemical labels and MSDS sheets for all products expected to be used during performance of the Work with their completed Bid Schedule Form.  The Work performed shall be done by qualified personnel, properly trained in approved utility practices.  The materials used shall be subject to approval by the District.  The Contractor shall inform the District of their Work location in the field at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance.

3. Technical Scope of Work
The Contractor shall furnish all qualified personnel, supervision, vehicles, tools, equipment, software, treatment materials, and incidental items necessary to inspect, test, document, treat, and evaluate wood distribution and transmission poles assigned by the District. Work may include visual inspection, sounding, boring, partial excavation, full excavation, external preservative treatment, fumigant treatment, internal treatment, fire-resistant pole protection, pole identification, guy marker installation, ground molding replacement, electronic field documentation, quality control, and restoration of disturbed areas.
	
4. Personnel Qualifications
The Contractor shall provide the following personnel with the described qualifications:

a. Project Foremen shall have: 
i. A minimum of eight (8) weeks of formal training in the process of testing and treating wood poles,
ii. A minimum of one (1) year of field experience in the process of pole testing and treatment of wood poles,
iii. A minimum of six (6) months’ work experience as a project foreman, and
iv. Met the minimum state requirement for a commercial applicator.

b. Project Supervisor shall have:
i. Met all the minimum requirements for a Project Foreman,
ii. A minimum of two (2) years of field experience in the process of testing and treating wood poles, and
iii. A valid Washington State Applicators License.

c. Project Manager shall have:
i. Met all the requirements for a Project Supervisor, and
ii. A minimum of four (4) years of field experience in the process of testing and treatment of wood poles.

d. Written evidence of the Project Foreman, Project Supervisor, and Project Manager qualifications shall be submitted to the District with their completed Bid Schedule Form. 

e. The Contractor shall also provide a quality control inspector (the “QC Inspector”) as requested by the District. The Contractor shall submit to the District, in writing, the name of the Contractor’s QC Inspector a minimum of one week before the Contractor begins work. The QC inspector can also serve as the Project Supervisor or Project Manager.

5. Safety and Stop-Work Requirements
Contractor personnel shall be trained and qualified to perform assigned work in proximity to energized electric utility facilities. The Contractor shall maintain all required clearances from energized conductors and equipment and shall not contact, move, alter, climb, or otherwise interfere with District electrical facilities unless specifically authorized by the District.

If unsafe conditions, unstable poles, damaged electrical facilities, energized guy wires, exposed conductors, unexpected utility conflicts, or other hazards are identified, the Contractor shall stop affected work, secure the immediate work area as appropriate, and promptly notify the Contract Work Manager or authorized representative before proceeding.

6. Order of Work
The District shall determine the order of Work.

7. Bonds, Licenses, and Right-Of-Way Work Permits
a. All Unit prices shall include licenses or bonds necessary to do business in the Benton County.

b. All Unit prices shall include any fees or bonding required for the Contractor to secure right-of-way work permits from Benton County.  The City’s engineering department should be contacted before completing bid.

c. Contractor warrants that he is a registered Contractor within the State of Washington and is pre-qualified with the District to do this Work.

8. Restoration of Landscaping and Improvements
At all job sites, care must be taken to minimize disturbance to existing landscaping, improvements, and existing property pins or survey markers.  All landscaping and improvements must be returned to their original condition.  All costs associated with restoration shall be borne by the Contractor as incidental to the Work.  Contractors must work with property owners to coordinate landscape and irrigation repair.  All sidewalk, curb, gutter and roadway asphalt must be replaced per City of Kennewick, City of Prosser or Benton County Road Dept. specifications, or to match existing.

9. Historical Preservation
The Contractor shall not remove or disturb, or cause or permit to be removed or disturbed, any historical, archaeological, or other cultural artifacts, relics, remains, or objects of antiquity.  In the event such items are discovered on the premises the Contractor shall immediately notify the District and protect the site and the material from further disturbance until a representative from the applicable government agency gives clearance to proceed.

10. Underground Utilities
a. The locations of known foreign utilities are not shown in work order drawings.  Therefore, the location of all utilities must be confirmed by the Contractor prior to excavation.

b. The Contractor will contact the Underground Utility Coordinating Council Locating Service at 1-800-424-5555 at least 48 hours in advance of excavation.  The Contractor will be responsible for maintaining all utility location markings in the field.  

11. Traffic Control
For any work in public right-of-way including alleys, Contractor shall furnish all barricades, cones, signs, and flagmen as required per the Manual Uniform Traffic Control Devices specifications.  Contractor shall be responsible for notifying all local government entities presiding with and obtaining all required permits.  Where alleys will be blocked or impassable during performance of the Work, all affected homes or businesses shall be notified by the Contractor the day before rendering the alley inaccessible.

12. Work Hours and Coordination
a. Work outside normal District working hours shall be coordinated with the Contract Work Manager. The Contractor shall provide at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice before performing work on Saturdays, Sundays, District-observed holidays, or outside normal working hours.

b. Normal District working hours are Monday through Thursday, except District-observed holidays, 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., unless otherwise directed by the District.

c. Holidays during the term of the contract include: New Year’s Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day. 

13. Salvaged Material
Unless specified differently in this Bid Document, material salvaged from existing structures shall remain the property of the District.  Contractors shall deliver salvaged material back to the District’s warehouse in Kennewick, Washington.  Salvaged material must be identified by the work order number on which it was removed.

14. Use of District Facilities and Equipment
a. The Contractor may shop out of the District pole yard in Kennewick during the contract period.  The District is not responsible for damaged or stolen equipment.  

b. District restrooms and coffee facilities are not available for use by the Contractor.  The Contractor shall plan, at Contractor's expense, to provide these facilities for their employees.  Portable chemical toilet facilities, with or without sinks, are available locally on a monthly rental basis.  Camp trailers and motor homes will not be allowed on District premises.

c. The District may assign an iPad or other District-approved mobile device to Contractor personnel for access to NISC and other applications required to complete assigned work. District-provided devices and applications shall be used only for District business and activities within the assigned scope of work.

The Contractor shall safeguard all District-provided mobile devices from loss, damage, unauthorized access, or misuse. Devices shall be physically secured when unattended and protected with the District-required PIN or other security controls.

Contractor personnel receiving a District mobile device shall complete required cybersecurity and device-use training before issuance. Loss, damage, theft, or suspected unauthorized access shall be reported immediately to the Contract Work Manager and the District IT contact designated at the time of assignment.

d. The Contractor shall comply with Revised Code of Washington Section 39.12, providing for payment of prevailing wages.  No workman, laborer, or mechanic employed in the performance of any part of this contract shall be paid less than the "prevailing rate of wage" as determined by the industrial statistician of the Department of Labor and Industries.  The schedule of the prevailing wage rates for the locality or localities where this contract will be performed is by reference made a part of this contract as though fully set forth herein.  The schedule can be viewed online at http://www.lni.wa.gov/TradesLicensing/PrevWage/, or a hard copy may be requested from the District

It will be the responsibility of the Contractor to pay all filing fees necessary to comply with RCW 39.12.

Additionally, the Contractor shall conform to the wage rates, employee benefits, and working conditions expressed in the current collective bargaining agreement applicable to I.B.E.W. Local 77 construction membership.  Verification of payment will be furnished to the District by way of certified payroll documents upon the District’s request.  This requirement can be fulfilled by the Contractor having an agreement with Local 77.

e. Annual escalation adjustments. Escalation for labor and labor-related costs after the first year of the contract will be allowed, based upon Prevailing Wage under RCW 39.12 and the I.B.E.W. contract.

f. When working on land owned by Bureau of Land Management, US Forest Service, Washington State Department of Natural Resources and US Fish and Wildlife, the tree pruning-vegetation management crew shall comply with these entities fire prevention guidelines, pertaining to the necessary fire equipment needed when working under watch.




[bookmark: _Toc242713882]SPECIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS FOR INSPECTION AND TREATMENT

1. Reported Pole (visual inspection): 
A Reported Pole is a pole less than ten (10) years old, any pole determined by the Contractor to be unserviceable prior to excavation, any pole determined to be inaccessible, or any pole that cannot be excavated. Poles less than ten (10) years old may be subject to further evaluation when visual inspection or sounding warrants additional inspection. All poles shall receive a visual inspection and sounding.

2. Sounding: 
All Poles shall be sounded with a hammer to find exterior decay or interior pockets of decay. All poles will receive this action.

3. Boring: 
All bore holes shall be measured with a shell thickness indicator to detect the existence and/or extent of decay in a wood pole. Bored holes shall be plugged with appropriately sized tight fitting wooden dowels or plastic plugs that create a watertight seal. Poles that are excavated, receive fumigant treatment, or need to have an interior pocket investigated will receive this action.

4. Treated Pole: 
A Treated Pole is a pole that has been inspected and found to be serviceable, prepared, and treated in accordance with the applicable External Groundline Treatment and Fumigant Treatment requirements in these specifications.

5. Partial Excavation: 
A Partially Excavated Pole is a pole that has received an excavation on one side of the pole in accordance with the Partial Excavation requirements in these specifications. Most poles will receive this action.

6. Full Excavation: 
A Fully Excavated Pole is a pole that has received and passed the required above-ground visual inspection and has been fully excavated around the entire circumference in accordance with the Full Excavation requirements in these specifications.

7. Externally Treated Pole: 
Externally Treated Poles are partially or fully excavated poles that, upon complete inspection, warrant external preservation treatment in accordance with the External Groundline Treatment requirements in these specifications.

8. Fumigant Treatment: 
The Contractor shall apply the approved fumigant treatment to bored poles that warrant treatment in accordance with the Fumigant Treatment requirements in these specifications.

Approved fumigant treatment is SmartFume.

9. Internal Treatment:
Internally Treated Poles are poles that, through inspection, have internal voids larger than one-half inch (1/2 inch) in diameter. The Contractor shall apply an internal void preservative treatment in accordance with the Internal Flood Treatment requirements in these specifications.

10. Rejected Pole: 
A Rejected Pole is any pole that meets the rejection criteria established in the Evaluation section and has decay or deficiencies requiring replacement or reinforcement.

11. Reinforceable Rejected Pole: 
A Reinforceable rejected pole is any pole that has decay or deficiencies that require replacement or can be reinforced.

12. Non-Reinforceable Reject Pole: 
A Non-Reinforceable Reject Pole is any pole that has decay or deficiencies that require replacement and cannot be reinforced.

13. Priority Reject Pole: 
A Priority Reject Pole is any pole that has decay or deficiencies that require immediate replacement or reinforcement.

14. Percent Remaining Strength: 
The Percent Remaining Strength is the estimated strength remaining in a pole compared to its original strength when reductions are made for defects reported by the pole inspection.

15. Original Groundline Circumference: 
Original Groundline Circumference is the circumference of the pole at groundline when it was installed.

16. Measured Groundline Circumference: 
Measured Groundline Circumference is the circumference of the pole at groundline. All poles shall have their circumference measured and recorded as part of the visual inspection.

17. Effective Groundline Circumference: 
The Effective Groundline Circumference is the estimated effective circumference of a pole that has been reduced to compensate for deficiencies found during inspection. The Effective Groundline Circumference shall be determined only if it will be less than the original circumference due to deficiencies.

18. Pole Number: 
A pole number is an identifying tag placed on the face of a pole. A pole numbering kit will be provided to the Contractor to install numbers on poles that are missing.

19. Guy Markers:  
Guy Markers are plastic markers that attach to the guy wire above the anchor.  These will be provided by the District.

20. Pole Height Measurements: 
All Poles that do not have the height labeled on the Pole must be measured.

21. Pole Picture: 
All Reported Poles shall receive an overall photograph using the District-provided iPad or other approved device. The photograph shall be taken at approximately forty-five degrees (45°) from the lines attached to the pole and shall show the pole from groundline to the top, including all pole framing. When practical, the sun should be positioned behind the photographer to improve image quality.

22. Inspections
a. Preparation: 
When Work is being done near a home or business, the Contractor shall notify the occupant of the Work that is to be performed on the District’s behalf. The Contractor shall clear any brush around the pole to allow for proper excavation where applicable. If an occupant or owner does not give permission to excavate around a pole, then an above ground visual inspection shall be performed.  The Contractor shall immediately notify the Contract Work Manager of the pole and customer in question.

When a pole cannot be fully inspected or treated because of customer refusal, locked access, animals, concrete or asphalt, underground conflicts, environmental conditions, unsafe conditions, or other physical restrictions, the Contractor shall document the reason in the District electronic system and promptly notify the Contract Work Manager when District follow-up is required.

b. Above Ground Inspection: 
A visual inspection shall be made of every pole from groundline to top of pole. The Contractor shall note all visible defects. Visible defects may be but are not limited to woodpecker holes, split tops, broken insulators, missing or loose bolts/nuts, damaged crossarms, broken insulators, slack or broken guys wire, and broken ground cables.  If the visual inspection has determined the pole to be a reject, the Contractor shall report the pole as per Section 15.3. If defects are found that do not warrant a reject, the pole shall be investigated further by having Bore and Partial Excavation performed. If a pole number, ground molding, or guy marker is required, it will be installed during this inspection. The Contractor shall measure and record the Measured Groundline Circumference during this inspection. All poles shall be numbered and tagged to indicate Work performed.


c. Sounding: 
All poles shall be sounded. Poles shall be struck on all sides from groundline to as high as the Contractor can reach with enough force to leave hammer marks on the pole to visually indicate the pole was sounded. If decay is suspected, the pole shall be Bored to determine the size and extent of the decay. Sounding shall be done with the above ground inspection.

d. Boring: 
Poles more than ten (10) years old or poles less than ten (10) years old that warrant further inspection/investigation shall be Bored. Boring shall be done in accordance with the Schedule for Application of Fumigant Treatment (Table A). A seven eighths inch (7/8”) bit shall be used for boring a pole that will receive a fumigant treatment in accordance with the Fumigant Treatment requirements in these specifications. A three eighths inch (3/8”) bit will be used to bore a pole that will not receive a fumigant treatment or to investigate the extent of an interior void to determine rejection or reinforcement status. Bore holes shall be drilled at a downward angle of forty-five degrees (45°) to a depth of the centerline of the pole. The first bore hole shall be six to eight inches (6”-8”) below groundline unless otherwise specified in Table A. A shell indicator shall be used on all bore holes to locate any internal voids. If a pole has been previously bored, the existing bore holes shall be used. All bore holes shall be sealed with a tight-fitting wooden dowel or plastic plug that create an airtight seal. When a pole cannot be excavated all bore holes shall be above groundline.

e. Partial Excavation: 
Poles that have been rejected during the above ground inspection shall not be excavated. Poles more than ten (10) years old or poles less than ten (10) years old that have deficiencies and warrant further inspection/investigation as determined by the Contractor shall be partially excavated. The pole shall be partially excavated at the largest check at ground line to a depth of eighteen inches (18”) and to a width of eight inches (8”). The entire exposed area from the excavation shall be treated with external treatment in accordance with the External Groundline Treatment requirements in these specifications. After treatment and evaluations have been completed, the Contractor shall backfill the excavation. The Contractor shall apply the fill in two equal lifts. Both lifts shall be adequately tamped. The Contractor shall take care not to tear the moisture barrier during backfilling. Excess soil shall be banked up around the pole. In grass areas the sod shall be placed around the pole in the same manner as it was found.

f. Full Excavation: 
Poles that have been rejected during the above ground inspection shall not be excavated. Poles more than ten (10) years old, that have never been previously tested, or poles less than ten (10) years old that have deficiencies that warrant further inspection/investigation as determined by the Contractor shall be fully excavated. The pole shall be fully excavated from groundline to a depth of eighteen inches (18”). The entire exposed area from the excavation shall be treated with external treatment in accordance with the External Groundline Treatment requirements in these specifications. After treatment and evaluations have been completed, the Contractor shall backfill the excavation. The Contractor shall apply the fill in two equal lifts. Both lifts shall be adequately tamped. The Contractor shall take care not to tear the moisture barrier during backfilling. Excess soil shall be banked up around the pole. In grass areas the sod shall be placed around the pole in the same manner as it was found.

23. Evaluation: 
a. Effective Groundline Circumference: 
The Effective Groundline Circumference is the circumference of the pole at groundline after decay and defects have been taken into effect. Measured Groundline Circumference and Effective Groundline Circumference will be the same on a pole with no defects. The Effective Groundline Circumference should be smaller than the Measured Groundline Circumference on a pole with defects/decay.

b. Percent Original Strength Remaining: 
When the Effective Groundline Circumference is less than the Original Groundline Circumference, the Contractor shall perform an original strength remaining calculation. The analysis shall be performed using Strengthcalc® or an approved equivalent accepted by the Contract Work Manager. The results shall be reported as % original strength remaining. The results shall consider all pole defects/decay.

c. Rejected Poles: 
No later than 5:00 p.m. of each normal workday, the Contractor shall notify the Contract Work Manager, or his authorized representative, concerning the location and condition of any rejected poles located on that day.  Rejected poles shall be clearly marked with a District approved, highly visible marker approximately six feet above the ground. Any priority reject poles shall be reported as soon as they are discovered. Poles shall be rejected on the following criteria:

i. Reject Pole:	A reject pole is any pole that has:

1. less than sixty-seven percent (67%) of original strength remaining as determined by the Percent Original Strength Remaining evaluation, or

2. an average shell thickness one inch (1”) for distribution poles or three inches (3”) for transmission poles.

A rejected pole shall receive a single white tag to indicate the reject status. Reject poles shall not be treated.

ii. Reinforceable Reject Pole: A reinforceable reject pole is any pole that:

1. Has more than one inch (1”) of average shell thickness 15” above groundline and an average of 4” of shell thickness 5’ above groundline and is suitable for reinforcement with a steel stub.

A reinforceable reject pole shall receive a single red tag to indicate the reject status. Reinforceable reject poles may not be treated. The District shall evaluate the reinforceable reject pole and determine if the pole will be reinforced or replaced. If the pole is determined to be reinforced, the Contractor shall treat the pole.

iii. Priority Reject Pole: A priority reject pole is any pole that:
1. in the opinion of the Contractor requires immediate attention (reinforcement or replacement),

2. has an average shell thickness of less than one inch (1”) for distribution poles and less than two inches (2”) for transmission pole, or

3. has less than twenty-five percent (25%) original strength remaining as determined by an Original Strength Remaining evaluation

A priority reject pole shall receive double yellow (reinforceable) or white (non-reinforceable) tags to indicate the reject status. The location of the priority reject pole will be reported to the District immediately. The Contractor shall not treat a priority reject pole.

Upon identification of a Priority Reject Pole, the Contractor shall discontinue any activity that could further compromise the pole, document the condition electronically, take photographs sufficient to show the basis for the priority rejection, and immediately notify the Contract Work Manager or authorized representative. The Contractor shall not perform treatment or other work on the pole unless directed by the District.

24. Treatment:
All partially excavated and fully excavated poles that are eligible for treatment shall receive External Groundline Treatment. All bored poles that are eligible for treatment shall receive Fumigant Treatment. Internal decay shall be addressed in accordance with the Internal Flood Treatment requirements.

a. External Groundline Treatment:  
Poles recommended to receive reinforcement shall not be externally treated until the District has evaluated the pole and approved treatment. All poles that are partially excavated or fully excavated shall receive an external groundline treatment with MP500-EXT. The pastes shall be applied at a minimum thickness of one eighth inch (1/8”) from a point beginning three inches (3”) above original groundline to a point no less than eighteen inches (18”) below groundline. The Contractor shall apply the paste in a manner to completely coat all the exposed excavation area. If a pole cannot be excavated, no external treatment shall be applied. The pole shall receive fumigant treatment only.

b. Wrapping External Treatment: 
The Contractor shall wrap or patch the external treatment with a moisture barrier such as OsmoShield or an approved equivalent to cover the entire treated area. The wrap shall cover an area a minimum of one inch (1”) above the treatment area and extend to the bottom of the treatment area. Poles that receive a full excavation and wrap shall be wrapped so the wrap will overlap a minimum of four inches (4”). The top of the wrap shall be stapled around the pole and at any seams to keep the wrap material in place during backfill. 

c. Fumigant Treatment: 
When the excavation and boring has been completed, the Contractor shall apply SmartFume to poles which are greater than ten (10) years old that are not classified by the following:
i. Rejected 
ii. Poles with internal decay of over one-half inch (½”). 

Poles that cannot be excavated shall have fumigant treatment applied above the ground line. Bidder will furnish all chemical labels and MSDS sheets for all products to be used during performance of the Work with their completed Bid Schedule Form. The Schedule for Application of Fumigant Treatment (Table A) below shall be followed to determine the number of holes and orientation required. Care must be taken to bore and test poles directly below the closing point of any severe checks.  All bored holes shall be fumigant treated with and sealed with treated wood or removable plastic plugs. Any poles with internal voids larger than one-half inch (½”) shall have an internal flood treatment applied to the void. Any poles set in concrete or asphalt will be fumigant treated above ground in accordance with the application schedule. All poles receiving a fumigation treatment shall be tagged indicating fumigation treatment was done.
	SCHEDULE FOR APPLICATION OF FUMIGANT TREATMENT (Table A)

	Pole Circumference at Ground Level (inches)
	Number of Holes
	Treatment
(vials)
	Orientation

	29 – 35
	3
	3
	Three holes placed 120° apart and 6” to 8” higher than the previous hole.

	36 – 49
	4
	4
	Four holes placed 90° apart and 6” to 8” higher than the previous hole.

	50 – 59 
	5
	5
	Five holes placed 70° apart and 6” to 8” higher than the previous hole.

	60 – 69
	6
	6
	Six holes placed 60° apart and 4” to 6” higher than the previous hole.

	70-79
	7
	7
	Seven holes, the first two at groundline 180° apart, and the five remaining holes placed 60° apart and 4” to 6” higher than the previous hole.

	80-over
	8
	8
	Eight holes, the first two at groundline 180° apart, and the five remaining holes placed 50° apart and 4” to 6” higher than the previous hole.



d. Internal Flood Treatment: 
Poles containing any internal pockets of decay measuring larger than one-half inch (½”) shall be treated with Hollow Heart® CB Dilute Solution. The Contractor shall drill a series of three-eighths inch (3/8”) holes to determine the extent of the void. The entire internal void shall be filled with the preservative solution or until a maximum of one (1) gallon of solution is used. The solution shall be pumped into the void from the bottom drill hole until the preservative flows out of the next highest hole. This hole shall then be plugged, and additional solution shall be pumped until the void has been treated in accordance with this section. The solution shall be applied with a minimum pressure of forty (40) pounds per square inch (PSI). All plugs shall be airtight treated wood dowels or removable plastic plugs. All poles receiving an internal flood treatment shall be tagged indicating the year internal flood treatment was done. The amount of internal flood treatment used shall be reported. 

25. Excavation and Responsibility of Contractor
The Contractor shall be responsible for any damage to private property, shrubs, trees, lawns, fences, etc., and shall repair damage immediately to the owner’s satisfaction.  

26. Communication 
The Contractor shall receive technical direction only from the Contract Work Manager or an authorized representative designated by the Contract Work Manager. Questions, field conflicts, customer concerns, and requests for clarification shall be directed through that point of contact.

27. Reporting:
The Contractor shall keep a weekly record of poles tested and/or treated as well as a running total of unit costs accumulated for the Work completed. Weekly reports of project quantities shall be emailed to the Contract Work Manager in Excel format. The District provided iPads will have data entry fields preprogrammed for the Contractor to enter the testing and inspections results. The data entry fields will have selectable dropdown menus, numerical entry fields, and text entry fields. Entry of this data is included as incidental to the cost of the bid item. 

Field data shall be entered at the pole location at the time the work is performed whenever practical. Required fields, measurements, photographs, treatment quantities, and inspection results shall be complete and accurate before the pole is considered complete. The Contractor shall correct incomplete or inaccurate records identified by the District.





The data entry fields are as follows:

[image: ]

As part of the data entry on the iPad the Contractor shall take a picture of the pole with the District provided iPad. Training for the data entry will be provided by the District prior to the start of Work.  


1. Description of Bid Units
Bidders will be required to submit a completed Bid Schedule Form which includes unit prices, extended prices, and the Total Bid Amount. The following are descriptions of the bid units contained in the Bid Schedule Form.

a. Reported Pole Only 
A Reported Pole is a treated pole less than ten (10) years old and shall include a visual above ground inspection, sounding, and a report of each pole inspected. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item. 

b. Partial Excavation with Fumigant Treatment and External Wrap  
Partial Excavation with Fumigant Treatment and External Wrap includes a Treated Pole that is older than ten (10) years and that, after visual inspection is, Sounded, Bored, Partially Excavated, reported, and treated with fumigant and external treatment. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item. 

c. Full Excavation with Fumigant Treatment and External Wrap
A Full Excavation with Fumigant Treatment and External Wrap includes a Treated Pole that is a transmission pole or any pole older than ten (10) years, that after being fully excavated and inspected is found to be sound enough to warrant external preservation treatment. The cost of this unit shall include, visual inspection, Sounding, Boring, Full Excavation, reporting, fumigant treatment, internal flood treatment (if applicable), external treatment, percent original strength remaining and percent estimated pole loading if applicable. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item. 

d. Reinforceable Rejected Pole
A Reinforceable Rejected Pole is a pole that receives a Visual Inspection, Sound, Bore, Full Excavation, reporting, authorized Fumigant Treatment, authorized External Treatment, Percent Original Strength Remaining, and Percent Estimated Pole Loading. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item.

e. Rejected Pole
A Rejected Pole is a pole that receives a Visual Inspection, Sound, Bore, Full Excavation, reporting, Percent Original Strength Remaining, and Percent Estimated Pole Loading (if applicable). This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item.

f. Sound and Bore Only
A Sound and Bore Only is a pole that, due to conditions, cannot be excavated and Externally Treated. A Sound and Bore only pole will receive a Visual Inspection, Sound, Bore, reporting, and if applicable Percent Strength Remaining, and Percent Pole Loading. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item. bid item.

g. Internal Flood Treatment
Each pole that receives an Internal Flood Treatment shall be a separate unit under this bid item. The preparation of the pole to receive the internal flood treatment shall be paid in the excavation (partial or full) with treatment bid items. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item.


h. Fumigant Treatment
The fumigant used to treat poles shall be a separate unit under this bid item. The preparation of the pole to receive the fumigant treatment shall be paid in the excavation (partial or full) with treatment bid item. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item.

i. Numbered Pole 
A Numbered Pole is any pole on which the District requests the Contractor to install numbers per specifications. The District shall supply the numbering kits to attach to the pole. This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item.

j. Guy Marker
Any pole that receives a guy marker by the Contractor shall be billed separately from other Work performed.  The District shall supply the guy marker. This unit amount shall be paid on each guy marker installed, and includes all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete the bid item.

k. Ground Molding
Replace broken or damaged ground moldings up to 8’ from the base of the pole.  The District shall supply ground molding.  This unit price should include all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals to compete with this bid item.

l. Fire-Wrap Pole Protection System 
Furnish all labor, materials, equipment, and incidentals necessary to install a fire-resistant pole protection system consisting of Hexion Armor-Built® on designated existing wood transmission and distribution poles. Prior to installation, the contractor shall clean and prepare the pole surface by removing loose bark, dirt, debris, and other materials that may interfere with proper adhesion or installation. The fire protection system shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturers’ latest written specifications and shall provide continuous 360-degree coverage of the pole from two (2) inches below ground line to a minimum of six (6) feet above finished grade. All seams, overlaps, fasteners, and protective outer layers shall be securely installed to ensure a complete and durable fire-resistant barrier. The contractor shall inspect each installation for quality and completeness, replace any damaged materials at no additional cost, and provide documentation including pole identification, installation date, and photograph. 

For each installation, the Contractor shall document the manufacturer and product installed, pole identification, installation date, and before-and-after photographs. Installed material shall be free of gaps, tears, loose sections, unsecured seams, or other conditions that could compromise the protective system.	

m. Documentation – Pole Locations and Records
i. Field data shall be electronically entered at each pole location as work is performed to maximize accuracy, completeness, and timely reporting.

ii. This tagging procedure will be subject to approval by the District.  Rejected poles shall be clearly marked approximately six feet (6’) above grade with a District approved marker.

n. Quality Control (QC)
i. The Contractor shall supply a QC Inspector to inspect all Work performed. The QC Inspector shall be the Project Supervisor, Project Manager, or have a minimum of two (2) years’ experience in the process of pole testing and treatment.

ii. The QC Inspector shall re-inspect poles selected by the District. The District does not plan to request more than five percent (5%) of poles to be re-inspected in any given week and not less than five (5) poles per week.  A District representative shall accompany the Contractor’s QC Inspector during re-inspection of the poles. The Contractor shall provide a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours’ notice to the District before any quality control work is done. After the Contractor has completed their first one hundred (100) poles, the Contractor will schedule five (5) poles to be checked for quality control before they are allowed to proceed with the rest of the project. 

iii. If the Work is found to be substandard, the Contractor will rework all substandard Work at the Contractor’s expense, and the District will then direct the Contractor to re-inspect those poles plus an additional ten percent (10%) from the original ground of the pole.  The re-inspection by the QC Inspector shall consist of, but will not be limited to, all of the original tests, inspections procedures, observations, and treatments previously performed on the pole by the Contractor.

A pole shall not be considered technically complete until all required inspection, treatment, restoration, tagging, photographs, and electronic documentation have been completed in accordance with these specifications and any required corrections identified through quality control have been resolved.
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Name of Bidder:	
PROJECT SCHEDULE

A.	Completed Bid Schedule Forms – Bid Schedule Forms are due at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 10, 2026 and will be opened at that time.  

B. Starting Date – Contractor must be able to start no later than two (2) weeks after the bid is awarded. If the bid is awarded on Tuesday, December 8th, 2026, the start date would be January 1, 2027.

C. Project Completion – Assuming Works starts January 1, 2027; Contractor must complete all Work by December 31, 2027.

Bids will be considered on the following schedule.  The Total Bid Amount will be used to evaluate the bids; however, unit prices for all items, extensions and total amount of bid must be shown.  No bid will be considered for only part of the schedule.  The unit quantities noted in the Bid Schedule are approximations for comparing bids, and no claim shall be made against the District for excess or deficiency therein.  The District shall have the right to accept Optional Bid Items in any order or combination, unless otherwise specifically provided in the Bid Schedule Document, and to determine the lowest responsive Bidder on the basis of the sum of the Total Bid Amount and Optional Bid Items accepted. All extensions of the unit prices shown will be subject to verification by the District.  In case of inconsistency between the unit price and the extension, the unit price shall prevail.  In case of error in addition, the correct total shall prevail.  

This Bid Schedule Form shall not be altered; and shall be without interlineations, alterations or erasures, unless initialed by the authorized official signing the bid.  All entries to this Bid Schedule Form are to be in ink or typewritten.

Bidder acknowledges that it has read the entire Bid Package #26-38-03 in preparation of completing Bid Schedule Form. 

Bid units shall include all necessary costs to complete the Work required, unless noted in the Bid Schedule Document. 

Bidder hereby certifies that, within the three-year period immediately preceding the bid solicitation date of January 1, 2027, the Bidder is not a “willful” violator, as defined in RCW 49.48.082, of any provision of chapters 49.46, 49.48, or 49.52 RCW, as determined by a final and binding citation and notice of assessment issued by the Department of Labor and Industries or through a civil judgment entered by a court of limited or general jurisdiction.
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Bids will be considered on the following schedule.  The lump sum will be used to evaluate the bids, however, unit prices for all items and all extensions and total amount of bid must be shown.  No bid will be considered for only part of the schedule.  The quantities noted in the schedule are approximate for comparing bids only and no claim shall be made against the District for excess or deficiency therein, actual or relative.  All extensions of the unit prices shown, will be subject to verification by the District.  In case of inconsistency between the unit price and the extension, the unit price shall prevail.  In case of error in addition, the correct total shall prevail. 

The successful bidder will be allowed to adjust the labor portion of the costs during the term of the contract to reflect any changes made in the current and prevailing Union schedule of wages and working conditions.  The successful bidder will be required to submit to the District immediately after approval, the percentage rate at which the contract will be increased.



	Description
	QTY
	Each Price
	Total Price
	

	Reported Pole – Distribution 
	150
	$
	$
	

	Reported Pole - Transmission
	50
	$
	$
	

	Partial Excavation Treated Pole - Distribution
	1,500
	$
	$
	

	Partial Excavation Treated Pole - Transmission
	100
	$
	$
	

	Full Excavation Treated Pole – Distribution
	300
	$
	$
	

	Full Excavation Treated Pole – Transmission
	50
	$
	$
	

	Reinforceable Rejected Pole - Distribution
	10
	$
	$
	

	Reinforceable Rejected Pole - Transmission
	10
	$
	$
	

	Rejected Pole - Distribution
	10
	$
	$
	

	Rejected Pole - Transmission
	10
	$
	$
	

	Sound and Bore – Distribution
	200
	$
	$
	

	Sound and Bore - Transmission
	50
	$
	$
	

	Internal Flood Treatment – As Requested by the District
	200
	$
	$
	

	Fumigant: Smartfume Vials – (Amount each)
	7,500
	$
	$
	

	Numbered Pole (Installation costs ONLY) – material to be provided by the District
	100
	$
	$
	

	Guy Markers (Installation costs ONLY – markers will be provided by the District)
	100
	$
	$
	

	Ground Molding (Installation costs ONLY – molding will be provided by the District)
	50
	$
	$
	

	Apply Fire Wrap Transmission Power Poles:  Hexion Armor-Built® -As requested
	250
	$
	$
	

	Apply Fire Wrap Distribution Power Poles:  Hexion Armor-Built® -As requested
	250
	$
	$
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL BID
	$



 
The Successful Bidder agrees to honor Inter-Local Agreements with other local governmental entities of the Sate of Washington _____ Yes _____ No

Anticipated Award Date will December 8, 2026.	W-9 provided   ____Yes   _____No					
					
The District will not accept any changes or modification after the receipt of this Bid.	 
		
Acknowledge receipt of Addendum Nos.  _____    _____    _____	
					
Are there any exceptions to the specifications?      No _____    Yes _____   If, "yes" list on a separate piece of paper			
					
Are there any exceptions to Exhibit A?  No _____    Yes _____   If "yes" list on separate piece of paper				

The District is a public entity subject to the disclosure requirements of the Washington Public Records Act of RCW 42.56.  The contractor expressly acknowledges and agrees that its proposal and any information contractor submits with its proposal or which contractor submits to the District in its performance of any contract with the District is subject to public disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act or other applicable law and the District may disclose contractor’s proposal and/or accompanying information at its sole discretion in accordance with its obligations under applicable law.

The District must comply with the Preservation and Destruction of Public Records RCW 40.14.  The contractor expressly acknowledges and agrees that it will maintain all records and documentation related to the contract in accordance with its obligations under applicable law.

In the event that the District receives a request pursuant to the Washington Public Records Act, or other legal process requesting or mandating disclosure of any information or documents submitted to the District by contractor, the District’s sole obligation shall be to notify the contractor promptly, so that the contractor at contractor’s expense and cost, may seek court protection of any of the requested information contractor deems confidential.
					
FIRM: ______________________________________________________	     Authorized Signature:   __________________________________________	

Address: _____________________________________________________	     Title: ________________________________________________________			
____________________________________________________________ 	 Email: _______________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Toc242713885]LIST OF SUBCONTRACTORS
Submitted by 							

Please submit a list containing the names of all subcontractors with which the Contractor will subcontract for performance of the work.

												
	Company Name					Contact Person
												
	Mailing Address					Phone No.
												
	Street Address					Email
												
	City, State, Zip					

												
	Company Name					Contact Person
												
	Mailing Address					Phone No.
												
	Street Address					Email
							
	City, State, Zip				

												
	Company Name					Contact Person
												
	Mailing Address					Phone No.
												
	Street Address					Email
							
	City, State, Zip				

												
	Company Name					Contact Person
												
	Mailing Address					Phone No.
												
	Street Address					Email
							
	City, State, Zip				
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On this 	day of 			, 2026, PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF BENTON COUNTY, hereinafter referred to as the “District”, and , hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor”, agree to be bound by the following terms and conditions, hereinafter referred to as the “Contract”:

1.  THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
The Contract consists of this Contract, any referenced drawings, all addenda issued by the District prior to the bid opening, the Contractor’s completed the Bid Schedule Form; these form the Contract, are incorporated herein, and are as fully a part of the Contract as if attached to this Contract or repeated herein. Definitions contained in the Bid Document are applicable in this Contract.

2.  STATEMENT OF WORK
The Contractor shall fully perform the 2026 pole testing and treatment Work and furnish labor, equipment, and certain materials as described in Bid Package #26-32-03. All Work, material, and locations of equipment are subject to District approval.

It is estimated that units of Work specified on the Bid Schedule Form (the “Units”) over the term of the Contract will approximate the quantities set out in the Bid Document; however, the quantities noted on the Bid Schedule Form are approximations for comparing bids and no claim shall be made against the District for excess or deficiency therein. The selection and quantity of Units to be performed will be as determined by the District, and the Contractor agrees to perform all Units requested by the District throughout the term of this Contract for their established Unit price.

3.  CONTRACT SUM
The District shall pay the Contractor the Contract Sum for the Contractor’s performance of the Contract.  The Contract Sum shall be the total number of Units completed by the Contractor multiplied by the determined dollar amount for such Units listed on the Contractor’s signed Bid Schedule Form; however, the Contract Sum shall not exceed “[Spell out Dollar Amount]” and [XX] /100 dollars ($”[in figures, enter the Dollar Amount]”), plus applicable Washington State Sales Tax without further written authorization from the District.

4. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR
The Contractor, in the performance of the Work herein specified, shall be considered an independent contractor solely responsible for the performance of said Work and any damage resulting therefrom.


5. PREVAILING WAGES
The Contractor shall comply with Revised Code of Washington Section 39.12, providing for payment of prevailing wages.  No workman, laborer, or mechanic employed in the performance of any part of this Contract shall be paid less than the 'prevailing rate of wage' as determined by the industrial statistician of the Department of Labor and Industries The schedule of prevailing wage rates for the locality or localities where this Contract will be performed is by reference made a part of this Contract as though fully set forth herein. The schedule can be viewed online at http://www.lni.wa.gov/TradesLicensing/PrevWage/, or a hard copy may be requested from the District. It will be the responsibility of the Contractor to pay all filing fees necessary to comply with RCW 39.12. 

6.  INDEMNIFICATION
Contractor shall protect, hold free and harmless, defend and pay on behalf of the District (including its managers, commissioners and employees) all liability, penalties, costs, losses, damage, expense, causes of action, claims, or judgments, (including attorney's fees) resulting from injury or death, sustained by any person, including Contractor (its agents, contractor, or employees), or damage to property of any kind which injury, death, or damage arises out of or is in any way connected with Contractor’s (its agents, contractor, or employees) performance of this Contract.  Contractor's hold harmless agreement shall apply to any act or omission, willful misconduct or negligence (whether passive or active), on the part of Contractor (it's agents, contractor, or employees); except, that this agreement will not be applicable to injury, death, or damage to property or persons arising from the sole negligence or the willful misconduct of the District, its managers, commissioners, and employees.

In any and all claims against the District by any agent, contractor, or employee of the Contractor, the indemnification and hold-harmless obligation herein shall not be limited in any way by any limitation on the amount or type of damages, compensation or benefits payable by or for the Contractor under worker's compensation acts, disability benefit acts, or other employee benefit acts, AND CONTRACTOR SPECIFICALLY AND EXPRESSLY WAIVES ANY IMMUNITY UNDER SUCH ACTS.  CONTRACTOR ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THIS WAIVER HAS BEEN MUTUALLY NEGOTIATED BY THE PARTIES.

7.  TAXES
The District will pay sales and use taxes levied upon this Contract pursuant to RCW Chapters 82.08 and 82.12. The Contractor has full exclusive liability for payment of all other taxes including, but not limited to, Washington Business and Occupation Tax, other taxes based on Contractor’s income or gross receipts, or personal property taxes levied or assessed on Contractor’s personal property. 

The Contractor shall have the full exclusive liability for the payment of Taxes and assessments for unemployment insurance, old age benefits, annuities, social security, disability benefits, or other taxes which are in whole or in part measured by or based upon the wages, salaries or other remuneration paid to persons employed by the Contractor or its subcontractors on Work performed under this Contract. It is expressly understood and agreed that the Contractor will save and hold harmless the District from any and all liability whatsoever for the deduction, collection, and/or payment of any such sums or the performance of any of the requirements aforesaid.

8.  COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS
The Contractor agrees to meet all requirements that may be specified under regulations of any governmental agency, commission or authority having jurisdiction insofar as said requirements relate to Work performed under this Contract.  It is expressly understood and agreed that the Contractor will save and hold harmless the District from any and all liability whatsoever arising out of the Contractor’s failure to deduct, collect, and/or pay any such sums or perform any of the requirements aforesaid, including but not limited to Contractor’s failure to comply with Section 5 (Prevailing Wages) and Section 7 (Taxes) of this Contract.

9.  BONDS
Before starting Work, the Contractor will furnish a Performance Bond with a surety authorized to do business in the State of Washington, in a penal sum not less than the Total Bid Amount submitted by the Contractor on the Contractor’s Bid Schedule Form. The Performance Bond shall be in the form of Attachment C.

10.  WARRANTIES
The Contractor warrants to the District that it will perform all Work in a good and workmanlike manner, and without defects. The Contractor agrees to warrant all Work for a period of one year against defects in such Work as designed in the plans and specifications, or other Contract documents, and such warranty starts from the date of Final Acceptance. These warranties shall survive the termination of this Contract. These warranties are more fully described in Section 27 of the General Instructions contained in the Bid Document.

11.   SUBCONTRACTORS
Unless otherwise stated in the Bid Document or the bidding requirements, the Contractor, as soon as practicable after award of the Contract, shall furnish in writing to the District the names of persons or entities (including those who are to furnish materials or equipment fabricated to a special design) proposed for each principal portion of the Work; and, within 10 days of receipt of such writing from the Contractor the District will reply to the Contractor in writing stating whether or not after due investigation it has reasonable objection to any such proposed person or entity.  Failure of the District to so reply shall constitute notice of no reasonable objection.  The Contractor shall not contract with a proposed person or entity to whom the District has made reasonable and timely objection.  The Contractor shall not be required to contract with anyone to whom the Contractor has made reasonable objection. The Contractor shall require each subcontractor, to the extent of the Work to be performed by the subcontractor, to be bound to the Contractor by terms of the Contract Documents, and to assume toward the Contractor all obligations and responsibilities which the Contractor, by these Contract Documents, assumes toward the District. 

12. NO ASSIGNMENT
The Contractor will not assign this Contract or any rights hereunder, without first obtaining the written approval of the District.

13.  WORK STOPPAGE
It is agreed that neither the District nor the Contractor shall be held liable for work stoppage caused by strikes, injunction suits, acts of God or the public enemy, or caused beyond the control of the parties.

14.  COMPENSATION
Payment to the Contractor for Work performed shall be as follows:

For a Contract with a completion schedule of forty-five (45) calendar days or less the payment shall be after the Work is completed and there has been a Final Acceptance, as defined below, by the District.

For a Contract with a completion schedule greater than forty-five (45) calendar days, the District will make progress payments for Work performed.  The District shall make payment to the Contractor for Work accomplished during the preceding calendar month on the basis of completed Work certified by the Contractor and approved by the District's representative solely for the purpose of payment.

Additionally, no payment shall be made until the Contractor's and subcontractor's "Statement of Intent to Pay Prevailing Wages" has been certified by the Department of Labor and Industries and a copy so certified has been furnished to the District by the Contractor and all subcontractors.  All Statements of Intent to Pay Prevailing Wages must be kept current to receive payments.

Further, five percent (5%) of the amount of each payment shall be withheld as retainage. Retainage will be held by the District until the expiration of the thirty-day (30-day) period following Final Acceptance, as defined below, for filing of liens as provided by law, and until each of the following has occurred:  (1) the Contractor's and subcontractor's "Affidavit of Wages Paid" has been certified by the Department of Labor and Industries and a copy so certified has been furnished to the District by the Contractor and all subcontractors; (2) a certificate is received from the Audit section of the State Department of Revenue authorizing the payment of the retained fund; (3) a certificate of release from the Department of Labor and Industries has been furnished to the District; and (4) a certificate of release from the Employment Security Department has been furnished to the District.  Final Acceptance is defined as the completion of the following events: (1) all Work, material, and equipment provided under this Contract have been approved by the District; (2) any required governmental inspection related to the Work and/or equipment furnished pursuant to this Contract has occurred; and (3) the Commissioners of the District have formally approved an acceptance of the Work.  A Notice of Completion of Public Works Contract will be filed with the State Department of Revenue by the District upon Final Acceptance by the District.  It will be the responsibility of the Contractor to notify the Department of Labor and Industries of Contract completion.

No payment shall be due while the Contractor is in default in respect to any of the provisions of this Contract and the District may withhold from the Contractor the amount of any claim by a third party against either the Contractor or the District based on an alleged failure of the Contractor to perform the Work hereunder according to the provisions of this Contract or an alleged failure of the Contractor to pay any subcontractor or materialmen for labor or material provided in furtherance of the Work. 

If any liens, prevailing wage issues or taxes which are in connection to the Work remain unsatisfied after final payment is made, the Contractor shall refund to the District such amounts as the District may have been compelled to pay in discharging such liens, prevailing wage issues or taxes, including all costs and reasonable attorney’s fees. 

15. TERM
This Contract will continue in full force and effect until the final payment has been made to the Contractor as per paragraph 14 above, subject to termination rights set out in Section 28 of the General Instructions contained in the Bid Document. All Work, material, and locations of equipment are subject to District approval. The hold harmless/indemnification provisions found in paragraphs 6, 7, and 8 of this Contract and paragraph 32 of the General Instructions in the Bid Document will survive any expiration or termination of this Contract. 

The term of the Contract to be awarded under this bid will be from January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2027; at that time, the District, solely at its option, may extend the contract annually up to an additional three (3) years and/or an additional number of poles as agreed to by each individual utility and the contractor. 

16.  INSURANCE
Before commencing Work, Contractor agrees to obtain and continuously carry, during the period this Contract remains in force, such insurance as the District considers necessary for the proper protection of the parties hereto.  Minimum amounts and units of insurance coverage required to be maintained by Contractor are as follows:

(a)	Workers’ Compensation Insurance, Social Security, Federal Income Tax deductions, and any other taxes or payroll deductions required by law for, or on behalf, of its employees.

(b)	Employer’s liability, commercial general liability (bodily injury and property damage) and comprehensive automobile liability (bodily injury and property damage) insurance, with each policy having maximum limits of not less than $1,000,000.

(c)	The Contractor shall provide an endorsement on the Commercial General Liability and Property Damage policy naming the District as additional insured and add a separation of insured clause or a cross liability endorsement.

(d)	Contractor shall pay all premiums and additional costs of all required insurance.

(e)	The District shall have the right at any time to require commercial general liability, automobile liability, and property damage insurance greater than those required in subsection (b) of this section.

(e)	Contractor shall require all insurance companies to name the District (including its managers, directors, employees, servants, and agents), as an Additional Insured.  The certificate of insurance shall indicate that any coverage provided by the Contractor and/or its affiliates according to this Contract shall always be primary and the coverage of the District shall always be excess.

(f)	Should any of the Contractor’s insurance policies be cancelled before the expiration date shown on the certificate of insurance the issuing company will endeavor to mail thirty (30) days written notice to the District, before such cancellation and/or termination is effective.

(g)	Contractor further agrees that if any Work performed under this Contract is further sublet, subcontractor shall comply with the insurance requirements heretofore stated.

17.  SAFETY
The Contractor shall always take all reasonable precautions for the safety of employees on the Work, and of the public, and shall comply with all applicable provisions of federal, state, and municipal safety laws and building and construction codes.

18.  WAIVERS AND AMENDMENTS
To be effective, any waiver by a party of any of its rights or the other party’s obligations under this Contract must be made in a writing signed by the party to be charged with the waiver. Any waiver by a party of its rights or the other party’s obligations with respect to a default hereunder, or with respect to any other matter arising in connection herewith, shall not be deemed to be a waiver with respect to any subsequent default or matter; rather such rights or obligations will be and remain in full force and effect.  No delay in asserting or enforcing any right hereunder shall be deemed a waiver of such right. The parties may only modify or amend this Contract by a written instrument executed by a duly authorized representative of each party. No amendment to this Contract shall be binding on or enforceable against either party unless such amendment is in writing and executed by both parties.

19.  GOVERNING LAW, VENUE, & ATTORNEY’S FEES
This Contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Washington without regard to conflict of law. In the event that suit is brought by a party, the parties agree that trial of such action shall be vested exclusively in the state courts of Washington. The sole and exclusive venue of any legal action in regard to this Contract shall be the Superior Court of Benton County, Washington. If litigation arises out of this Contract, the substantially prevailing party shall be entitled to recover all reasonable legal expenses including, but not limited to, attorney fees, expert witness fees, and travel and lodging expenses at trial and appellate court level. This Contract is entered into and shall be performed in Benton County, State of Washington.

20.  LEGAL COMPLIANCE
Contractor represents and warrants that in connection with the Work performed hereunder it has not entered into, and will not enter into, an arrangement with any person or entity that will result in the violation of any law or regulation relating to bribery, coercion, improper influence or improper gifts to public servants or similar improper activities. Additionally, Contractor represents that it is in compliance with all federal, state and local laws and regulations applicable to its business or with respect to which compliance is a condition of engaging in the business thereof.  Further, Contractor represents that it has all material permits, licenses and franchises from governmental agencies required to conduct its business as now conducted.

21. CONFLICTS
In the event of a conflict between the body of this Contract and any attachment, document incorporated by reference, appendices or exhibits hereto, the order of priority will be:

A. Contract; then
B. Bid Document; then
C. Contractor’s Signed Bid Schedule Form 
D. Addenda; then
E. Performance Bond
F. Contractor’s Insurance Certificate; and finally
G. Any additional documents submitted by Contractor with their completed Bid Schedule Form.



22. DUPLICATE PAYMENT
The Contractor certifies that Work to be performed under this Contract does not duplicate any work to be charged against any other contract, subcontract, or other source.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the representatives executing this Contract on behalf of the District and the Contractor warrant he/she is an authorized signatory of the entity for which he/she is signing and has sufficient authority to execute this Contract.
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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That whereas, Public Utility District No. 1 of Benton 

County, Washington, a municipal corporation, hereinafter designated as the “District", has 

entered into an agreement dated _______________________, 2027, with 		      __	

		, hereinafter designated as the "Contractor", providing for 				

	, which agreement is on file at the District's office and by this reference is made a part 

hereof.

NOW, THEREFORE, We, the undersigned Contractor, as principal, and, a corporation organized

and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of ______________________ and duly 

authorized to do a surety business in the State of Washington, as surety, are held and firmly 

bound into the State of Washington and the District in the sum of

DOLLARS ($		)

for the payment of which we do jointly and severally bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, 

administrators, successors, and assigns by these presents.

THE CONDITIONS OF THIS OBLIGATION are such that if the said principal, his heirs, representatives or successors, shall well and truly keep and observe all of the covenants, conditions, and agreements in said contract and shall faithfully perform all of the provisions of the contract, pay all taxes of the Contractor arising therefrom, and pay all laborers, mechanics, subcontractors, and material men and all persons who shall supply such person or subcontractors with provisions and supplies for carrying on such work, and shall indemnify and save harmless the District, their officers, and agents, from any and all claims, actions or damage of every kind and description including attorneys' fees and legal expense and from any pecuniary loss resulting from the breach of any of said terms, covenants, or conditions to be performed by the Contractor:

AND FURTHER, that the Contractor will correct or replace any defective work or materials discovered by the said District within a period of one year from the date of acceptance of such work or material by said District, then this obligation shall become null and void; otherwise, it shall be and remain in full force and effect.

No change, extension of time, alteration or addition to the work to be performed under the agreement shall in any way affect Contractor's or surety's obligation on this bond, and surety does hereby waive notice of any change, extension of time, alterations or additions thereunder.

This bond is furnished in pursuance of the requirements of Sections 54.04.080 et seq. of Revised Code of Washington, and, in addition to other Contractor and surety to the District for the use and benefit of said District together with all laborers, mechanics, subcontractors, material men, and all persons who supply such person or subcontractors with provisions and supplies for the carrying on of the work covered by the agreement to the extent required by said Revised Code of Washington.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Contractor and the said surety have caused this bond to be signed and sealed by their duly authorized officers this ____ day of _______________, 2027.


							
Surety

													
Title

													
Contractor

													
Title
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            BID   #26 - 32 - 03     Project Title: Pole Inspection and Treatment      

BID Issued  October  1 5 , 2026  

Questions Submitted to  cp@bentonpud.org  October  2 3 , 2026 at 3:00PM PST  

Addendum issued  October  2 6 , 2026  

Bid Due  November  10 , 2026 at 3:00PM PST  

Bid Award Date  December 8, 2026  

         

