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Natural Gas in the Northwest

How Natural Gas is Used in the Pacific Northwest

More than half of the total energy 
consumed in the region τ either used 
directly for space and water heat or in 
industrial processes, or as gas-generated 
electricity. (Excludes transportation uses.)



Natural Gas in the Northwest ɀ Pipeline Capacity Maxed Out

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ not be able to make up 
the 90-day capacity deficiency if the region experiences a cold winterΦέ 

άΧ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ very little excess 
capacity to serve peak loads, which can be challenging 
during an extended, region-ǿƛŘŜΣ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΧέ



Natural Gas in the Northwest ɀ Today & Future Forecast

Increase in forecasted NG for electricity generation 

V replace power from decommissioned coal plants
V  balance intermittent renewable sources



Natural Gas in the Northwest ɀ Price Forecast

Á Through 2024: Regional gas prices will remain lower 
than Henry Hub (HH) pricesΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9L!Ωǎ нлно !9h 
forecast (dashed blue line in Figure 4).

Á After 2025: HH prices will drop below those of Sumas 
and Opal, reflecting the ongoing expectation for 
robust U.S. natural gas supplies throughout the 
forecast period (through 2033) and beyond.

Á HH prices will then slowly increase, per the EIA, driven 
by steady demand growth in the U.S. industrial 
(primarily LNG exports) and power generation sectors, 
but remain below those of Sumas and Opal. 
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Lower Snake River Dam Breaching in the News

V erosion of carbon-free hydroelectric 
generating capacity

V risky and excessive spillway flows

V broader than intended application of water 
temperature regulations included in the 
federal Clean Water Act



DOE Studying LSRD Breaching Scenario



BPA Hydropower: Foundation of Consumer -Owned Utility Supply

Federal power marketer

Å 31 hydroelectric dams

Å Columbia Generating 
Station nuclear plant



Consumer Owned Utilities & Hydropower

Customers

Cooperatives 54

Municipalities 42

Public utility districts 28

Tribal utilities 3

Federal agencies 7

Investor-owned utilities 6

Direct-service utilities 1

Port districts 1

Total 142

Consumer owned utilities 127

Benton PUD is 1 of 6 
consumer owned utilities 
in the Tri -Cities area



Consumer Owned Utilities Electricity Supply Chain



BPA Hydro: Firm Energy is Spoken For



LSRD by the Numbers

Increased 
spill has 
reduced 
LSRD to 
790 aMW 
for OY2025



LSRD by the Numbers

Ã LSRDõs
Ä Not Expensive (Hydro is least cost by far)

Ä Not Outdated (world class fish bypass)

Ä Not Surplus (+130 BPA Customer portfolios)

Ã As much as 25% of BPA 
Operating Reserves
Ä Blackout Insurance

Ã We need every drop of 
hydropower we can get
Ä 100% Carbon Free CETA Mandates

Controllable Effective Capacity



Salmon Runs: Historical Data

Salmon runs declining before first dams constructed

Salmon runs 
improving with 
financial investments 
and management of:
VHydro
VHabitat
VHatcheries
VHarvest










































































