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A new proposal to tear down the four
Lower Snake River dams has people agree-
ing on one thing — the dams’ value to the
Northwest region.

But many of those who rely on the dams
now — to produce low-cost and reliable
electricity, to barge farm products for ex-
port, to provide irrigation water and for
recreation — are dubious despite the plan’s
attempts to make them economically
whole.

U.S. Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho has
proposed breaching the dams and spending
$33 billion to dismantle them, build new
energy and transportation systems and
address the economic impacts of their loss.

It’s the only way the conservative Repub-
lican sees to boost the declining population
of certain species of salmon in Idaho that
must make a 900-mile journey to and from
the Pacific Ocean, navigating at least eight
hydroelectric dams on the Snake and Co-
lumbia rivers.

The Tri-Cities along with the Lewiston-
Clarkston area are the two metro areas
with the most to lose if the dams are
breached.

“We appreciate that Rep. Simpson’s
concept attempts to address the wide array
of negative impacts that would come from
removing the dams, but at the end of the
day dam removal is simply not good public
policy,” said David Reeploeg, vice presi-
dent for federal programs for the Tri-City
Development Council.

That is even though TRIDEC would
receive $75 million to be spent on local
economic development.

“There is no certainty that removing the
dams would result in significantly better
fish numbers, but we do know for certain
that it would hurt communities and indust-
ries throughout the Pacific Northwest,”
Reeploeg said.

NEW CONSIDERATION

Groups and business interests that have
fought for more than two decades to keep
the Lower Snake River dams aren’t willing
to let them go now, particularly when the
Northwest may be facing power generation
and reliability issues even without the loss
of the dams.

But some long-time supporters of keep-

ing the lower Snake River dams are open to
at least listening to what Simpson has to
say and see if he wins the backing of the
rest of the Northwest Congressional dele-
gation to move forward.

Congressional support was not off to a
strong start.

“I have said it time and time again — as
long as I am in Congress, nobody is tearing
down our dams,” said Rep. Dan Newhouse,
R-Wash.

“I have great respect for Rep. Simpson,
and we will continue to work together on
many different policy issues that impact
the Pacific Northwest. But removing or
breaching the Lower Snake River Dams is
one that we fundamentally disagree on.”

Newhouse also joined Republican Reps.
Cathy McMorris Rodgers and Jaime Herre-
ra Beutler in Washington state and Russ
Fulcher in Idaho on Friday in a resolution
in support of existing and new Northwest
hydropower.

“(Hydropower) benefits every resident,
family, and business in our region, and it’s
an important component of the all-of-the-
above energy strategy that will ensure the
United States maintains energy independ-

ence and leadership on the global stage,”
the resolution said.

WILLING TO DISCUSS

After years of study, the latest environ-
mental report looking at breaching the four
dams along the Snake River from Ice Har-
bor near the Tri-Cities concluded that the
best option was for the dams to remain.

But there is no certainty that the decision
made to maintain the dams based on the
study will stand. A coalition of environ-
mental and fishing groups have petitioned
the federal court to intervene for a sixth
time.

“We believe Rep. Simpson’s plan has the
best of intentions, and it deserves to be
vetted among Northwest stakeholder
groups,” said Kurt Miller, executive direc-
tor of Northwest RiverPartners, a nonprofit
representing utilities, farmers, businesses,
and ports that rely on the Northwest’s
hydropower system.

But there are significant concerns, he
said, including for the many families in the
Northwest that rely on jobs that are de-
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Seen here is the fish-viewing area at Ice Harbor Dam on the Snake River facility near Burbank.

Tri-City groups leery of $33B
proposal to remove dams
BY ANNETTE CARY

acary@tricityherald.com
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Power Plant Operator Don Plucker of Kennewick checks the exciter brushes on the top of a
hydraulic turbine generator inside the powerhouse at the Ice Harbor Dam. 
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Scarce doses of the COVID-19
vaccine have so far gone dis-
proportionately to white Wash-
ington residents, new data from
the state Department of Health
(DOH) shows.

As in other states, Black and
Hispanic residents have tested
positive for the coronavirus at a
higher rate compared to white
residents, but vaccination num-
bers haven’t matched each
group’s vulnerability.

The Seattle Times obtained
data on the race and ethnicity of
vaccine recipients from the state
through Jan. 30, and compared
it to the case counts, deaths and
population demographics. The
Times analysis shows Washing-
ton has some clear gaps.

While 67% of people who
received their initial doses were
white, 48% of the state’s cases
of COVID-19, the illness caused
by the coronavirus, have been in
white patients.

On the other hand, Black and
Hispanic residents have been
comparatively under-vaccinat-
ed. Just 5% of people receiving
an initial dose were Hispanic,
while 32% of people who have
tested positive for coronavirus
have been Hispanic. Black resi-
dents have received 2% of the
initial doses, but they account
for 6% of cases.

The picture changes slightly
when you look at COVID-19
deaths. White residents, who
make up 71% of the state’s
deaths, are relatively under-
vaccinated. But Hispanic resi-
dents, with 12% of the total
deaths, still face a larger gap.

A DOH spokesperson said
officials are still analyzing the
race data, and haven’t come to
any conclusions about inequi-
ties.

“That being said, we do want
to address any gaps in vaccina-
tion and get the vaccine to those
who are at highest risk,” DOH
spokesperson Danielle Koenig
said in an email. “We are always
assessing our activities for equi-
ty and social justice, supplying
vaccine information in up to 37
languages, and working to iden-
tify and overcome barriers as
they come up.”

The department is “meeting
regularly with many different
communities to get direct feed-
back on what they need to sup-
port getting vaccinated,” Koenig
added.

One obstacle for addressing
inequities is that the state’s data
is incomplete. About 1 in 10
patients receiving an initial
vaccine are listed as “un-
known,” and an unusually large
share reported “other” as their
race. Vaccine providers are
required to enter race and eth-
nicity into the state’s immuniza-
tion registry, but not all do. At
least two providers told The
Seattle Times they don’t ask for
race. Also, Koenig said “un-
known” is an acceptable re-

Most virus
vaccine
has gone 
to white
residents,
state says

BY MELISSA HELLMANN

Seattle Times 

SEE VACCINE, 4A

Subscribers will find extensive game coverage and analysis not available at press time in

our eEdition at tricityherald.com/eedition under the ‘Football Xtra’ navigation link.

Are you missing out? Every day, find more than 50 additional pages of news, business, features and sports in our eEdition. Info at tricityherald.com/subscribe.

SUPER BOWL SPECIAL SECTION 20+ BONUS PAGES ONLINE TODAY SUPER BOWL SPECIAL SECTION 20+ BONUS PAGES ONLINE TODAY 



4A .........................................................................................TRI-CITY HERALD MONDAY FEBRUARY 8 2021

Obituaries

Peterson, Robert, 86 Boise Jan 25 Cloverdale Funeral Home

OBITUARY INDEX

Bold listings indicate expanded obituaries

View and place obituaries at tri-cityherald.com/obituaries

Contact our obituary staff at 509-585-7214 or obits@tricityherald.com

NAME, AGE CITY DEATH ARRANGEMENTS

Boise, Idaho - In remem-
brance of a loving, wonder-
ful man, Robert A. Peterson, 
86, who went to be with his 
heavenly Father on Monday, 
January 25th. Also known to 
family and friends as Bob or 
Pete.

He was the son of the late 
Lucille and Everett Peterson, 
born in Tomahawk Wiscon-
sin. Lived in Duluth, MN 
until he was 13, then moved 
to Pasco, WA where he met 
the love of his life, Shirley 
Hagan.

Robert attended Pasco 
High school, graduated in 
1951, where he was the last 
student/athlete to letter in 4 
varsity sports in one year and 
still holds that honor to this 
day.

His excellent athleticism 
gained him a full ride bas-
ketball college scholarship 
to Eastern Washington Uni-
versity. Unfortunately, his 
college days were cut short 
because his family needed 
help and being the giving, 
loving man that he was, he 

went home to work and sup-
port his family.

Shortly after that, he was 
drafted to serve his country 
in the Army for two years, 
based in Hawaii.

Upon his return from the 
service, Robert married 
the love of his life and best 
friend, Shirley, for 63 years. 
They had two daughters, 
Denice (deceased) and Kara, 
who is married to Erv Hoge.

He was a loving, support-
ing father who sang to Kara 
each morning to get her up 
for school, putting a smile on 
her face to start her day.

One of his greatest achieve-
ments and joys was complet-
ing his 4 years of Sheet Metal 
Union apprenticeship school 
to become one of the best 
sheet metal journeymen in 
the union for 60 years. While 
working in his trade, he made 
many wonderful lifelong 
friends and was known for 
his skilled excellence com-
bined with his hard work for 
the many successful projects 
he managed and completed 

with perfection for his cus-
tomers.

Robert was always willing 
to help family and friends 
with projects big or small. 
With his kind, giving and 
generous heart, he enjoyed 
helping and was happy to 
pitch in whenever anyone 
needed his help.

He was a proud and lov-
ing Papa to Natalie Peterson, 
Cody Hoge and Desiree’ 
Hoge. He played endless 
games with them, joking, 
laughing and loving them.

Cody, married to Stacia, 
blessed him with two beau-
tiful great grandsons, Linkin 
and Halen. His face would 
light up with the biggest 
smile when he would see 
them or viewed pictures of 
them.

Robert will be missed by 
many nieces, nephews and 
many good friends. He will 
be deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

His family thanks God for 
blessing us with his kindness, 
devotion, faithfulness and 
love.

Robert will be forever re-
membered for his wonderful 
sense of humor, contagious 
laugh, caring heart, and un-
conditional love.  Although 
our hearts are heavy, we will 
celebrate his life and find 
comfort that he is in heaven 
watching over us.

His final resting place will 
be at Desert Memorial Park, 
Vets Urn Garden, Kenne-
wick, Washington.

Robert Peterson
October 23, 1934 - January 25, 2021

pendent on the dams. They
range from seasonal farm
workers to riverboat oper-
ators.

“Any plan around dam
removal must consider
how we specifically support
these families,” Miller said.
“As we’ve learned through-
out the pandemic, a check
from the government can-
not make up for the loss of
one’s career.”

Any decision to take out
the dams would affect
nearly every person in the
Tri-Cities area, which
relies on the low-cost and
the reliable electricity
delivery that the dams
have made possible.

“The clean, renewable
power generated by the
dams along the Columbia
and Snake rivers supplies
half of the Pacific North-
west’s energy and is critical
for a reliable power grid,”
said the Congressional
resolution. “Without it, life
as we know it in our region
would cease to exist.”

ELECTRICITY

PRODUCTION

Simpson’s proposal
would provide $10 billion
for new power generation
facilities to replace the
production of the four
dams from Ice Harbor near
the Tri-Cities upriver to
near Lewiston, Idaho. It
would also provide $2
billion for changes and
improvements to the grid
that delivers electricity,
including to the Tri-Cities.

But Northwest River-
Partners said it appears to
make a risky bet that new
technologies will be ready
to replace the proven tech-
nology of hydropower.

Under a suggested time-
line, new generation would
need to be ready to start
replacing hydropower
within a decade.

With a move toward
clean energy in the North-
west, the replacement
generation could include
new small modular nuclear
reactors, which could be
based in the Tri-Cities.

It also would likely in-

clude wind and solar pro-
duction paired with battery
storage to make sure elec-
tricity is available when the
wind is not blowing or the
sun is not shining.

But neither small mod-
ular reactors nor the type
of batteries needed for
long-term to store wind
and solar energy in the
Northwest remain under
development.

Currently, battery stor-
age is available but is gen-
erally used for storing
electricity for a few hours.
The Northwest likely
would need new kinds of
battery storage to provide
constant power for much
longer periods, such as
winter cold snaps when the
wind may not blow for
days.

“We welcome the ad-
vancement of these tech-
nologies, but the region’s
electric customers should
not be made reliant on
technological break-
throughs to keep the lights
on,” Miller said.

Planning and building
just a single power plant
now can take a decade to
build, said Rick Dunn,
Benton PUD general man-
ager.

The Northwest already is
facing potential electric
reliability issues as coal
plants are being taken out
of service, he said.

ELECTRICITY

RELIABILITY

“We know that our re-
gion will need gigawatts of
additional power to avoid
brownouts and blackouts,”
said Reeploeg, with TRI-
DEC. “We should be in-
vesting in new energy
generation regardless, not
just as part of a package
that includes breaching the
dams. In fact, removing
the dams would only cre-
ate bigger energy challeng-
es.”

The Northwest will need
to replace 3,000 mega-
watts of electricity produc-
tion from coal generation
in 10 years.

Also replacing the

3,000-megawatt capacity
of the Snake River dams in
a decade is “unbelievably
aggressive,” Dunn said. “It
is a risky proposition.”

The dams not only pro-
vide 10% of the baseload
generating ability for the
135 customer electric util-
ities of the Bonneville
Power Administration, but
also provides 25% of BPA’s
operating reserves, he said.

Operating reserves allow
quick action when power
lines or generators go off-
line to prevent a cascading
series of events that could
end in blackouts.

Simpson’s proposal is
worth discussion, but re-
moving the dams would
provide a huge challenge
even if the grid was on a a
stable trajectory, Dunn
said.

TRANSPORTATION

While the plan calls for
replacing hydropower
production with clean
energy sources, replacing
the system of barging
wheat and other products
up and down the Snake
River would increase car-
bon emissions.

The system of locks and
dams makes it possible for
barges to navigate the
Snake River from the Tri-
Cities to the Lewiston-
Clarkston area.

Shipments now sent by
barge would likely be
transported by truck and
rail, not only significantly
increasing carbon emis-
sions but increasing in-
juries and fatalities, said
Kristin Meira, executive
director of Pacific North-
west Waterways Associ-
ation.

Barging also helps to
keep a check on rail and
trucking rates, ensuring the
price of moving goods in
the Pacific Northwest
remains competitive, said
Joseph Anderson, chair-
man of the Idaho Wheat
Commission.

Simpson’s proposal in-
cludes a $1 billion fund for
waterways shippers and
transportation, plus $300
million for road and rail
improvements.

The Tri-Cities ports have
been held up as bene-
factors of the plan, which
includes $600 million to
further develop the Tri-
Cities into a transportation
hub.

But Randy Hayden, Port
of Pasco executive direc-
tor, questions whether
shippers would want to
transfer goods already
heading toward the coast
by truck or rail to a barge
at the Tri-Cities.

The transfer cost would
add expense and time, and
short haul rail rarely works,
he said.

“I think we will see a lot
more truck traffic coming
through the Tri-Cities but
it won’t necessarily stop
here. It will just be clog-
ging our highways,” in-
cluding through the Co-
lumbia River Gorge, he
said.

The Port of Pasco, which
has been greatly successful
at attracting food process-
ing companies, also is
concerned dam removal
will crush industrial
recruitment efforts.

“We rely on that power,”
Hayden said. “Our large
industries that we talk to,
when they come here they

expect they are going to be
able to run their plants.”

IRRIGATION

About 91,000 acres is
irrigated with pump sta-
tions designed to work
with the Lower Snake
River dams, and Simpson
proposes $750 million for
those irrigators.

The amount matches,
and even provides some
cushion, to what the Co-
lumbia-Snake River Irriga-
tors Association previously
said would be needed to
address the economic
impacts of removing the
dams.

The association told
Simpson it is “not going to
throw rocks” at his propos-
al or get in the way of
anything the Northwest
Congressional delegation
can reach agreement on,
said Darryll Olsen, associ-
ation board representative.

That’s despite the associ-
ation’s stand in support of
retaining the dams.

Olsen fears that U.S.
Judge Michael Simon, who
ordered the recently com-
pleted environmental study
on dam removal, is prepar-
ing to eviscerate the find-
ings of the study, which
did not call for breaching
the dams.

The judge’s next step
may be to order a plan and
schedule to demolish the
dams, although he lacks
the authority to order them
torn down, Olsen said.

And irrigators no longer
have the power of the
presidency on their side.
They believe former Presi-
dent Donald Trump would
not have allowed the dams
to be removed.

FISH SURVIVAL

Simpson’s goal is re-
building declining pop-
ulations of Idaho fish.

But even he admits that
breaching the dams is not
a sure solution.

Endangered fish face
challenges that include
ocean conditions and glo-
bal climate change that has
contributed to river and
reservoir temperatures
warming to temperatures
unsuitable for salmon.

“Only four of the 13 ESA
(Endangered Species Act)

listed salmon runs even
swim past the lower Snake
River dams and they do so
with over 95% transit sur-
vival,” said Mike Carsten-
sen, chairman of the
Washington Grain Com-
mission.

It’s a percentage that
other supporters of keeping
the dams have agreed is
correct, at least for each
dam.

“Given the Pacific
Coast-wide declines in
salmon survival in both
dammed and undammed
rivers, it is hard to make
the case that breaching
dams with advanced fish
passage technology will
reverse this disturbing
trend,” said Miller with
Northwest RiverPartners.

“If sustainable salmon
populations don’t return to
the Snake River, U.S. tax-
payers will have footed the
bill to the tune of tens of
billions of dollars to end up
with a larger carbon foot-
print than we have today,”
he said.

However the Yakama
Nation, which has treaty
rights to salmon in the
Columbia River Basin,
applauded Simpson for his
proposal.

It said that federal dams
have devastated its ability
to take full benefit of its
fishing rights.

“We have reached a
tipping point where we
must choose between our
treaty-protected salmon
and the federal dams, and
we choose salmon,” said
Delano Saluskin, chairman
of the Yakama Nation
Tribal Council.

Dams and salmon can,
and do, coexist in the
Northwest, Newhouse said. 

“The extensive, world-
class research and techno-
logical advances occurring
at the Lower Snake River
dams is already leading the
way for significantly im-
proved fish passage rates.”
he argued. “We have seen
tremendous progress, and I
will continue to support
efforts to improve salmon
survivability.”

Annette Cary:
509-582-1533,
@HanfordNews
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In this 2013 file photo, the Ice Harbor Dam on the Snake
River is seen from the air near Pasco.

Vaccine hesitancy con-
tributes to some of the
disparity because it is
higher among people of
color, Schneider said,
referring to recent surveys.
Additionally, Schneider

sponse.
It is important for the

state to track race to un-
derstand who is receiving
the vaccine, said Estela
Ortega, executive director
of Seattle-based nonprofit
El Centro de la Raza. El
Centro de la Raza primar-
ily serves the local Latino
population, and is working
to add a vaccination site at
its Plaza Roberto Maestas
& Centilia Cultural Center
in Beacon Hill, although
an opening date has not
been established.

The state’s vaccine pri-
ority scheme and dis-
jointed registration sys-
tems could explain some
of the disparities, Ortega
said.

The current DOH guide-
lines prioritize people 65
and older as well as people
50 and over in multigener-
ational households who
live with and care for
grandchildren or can’t live
independently. But Ortega
believes that the younger
Latino population has
higher incident rates of
COVID-19 because they’re
essential workers, in sec-
tors like food service and
construction. “Although
we know that the Latino
population is working and
they’re in another age
group, the vaccine can’t be
given to them right now,”
she said.

Additionally, people
eligible to receive the
vaccine have faced diffi-
culty scheduling appoint-
ments and navigating
Phase Finder, the state’s
online questionnaire for
vaccine eligibility. “The
system appears to be bro-
ken, because people can’t
get in,” Ortega added. An
elder in her community
woke up at 4 a.m. to
schedule an appointment,
and she said within 30
minutes of securing his

spot, he looked again and
found that all appoint-
ments were booked.

Another barrier to vac-
cine access is that DOH
prioritized high-volume
vaccination sites over
community health centers,
said Teresita Batayola,
president and CEO of
International Community
Health Services. Now the
state is ramping up vac-
cines for community
health clinics.

ICHS places its vaccina-
tion orders with DOH, and
since Jan. 18, ICHS has not
received any vaccines from
the state, Batayola said.
Last week, Public Health
— Seattle & King County
gave ICHS 500 doses.
Then this week, the de-
partment convinced Swed-
ish Health Services to give
ICHS 800 of their doses.

“Community health
centers serving the dis-
proportionately impacted
should be assured suppli-
es,” Batayola said. “In the
formal allocation process,
we would have been stand-
ing to the side,” Batayola
said. The vaccine shortage
became even greater when
Gov. Jay Inslee expanded
the eligible population in
phase 1B last month from
70 years to those 65 years
and older.

ICHS says it serves close
to 33,000 patients, and
most are low income,
people of color and 1 in 5
are 65 and older. The
clinic’s patients speak over
50 languages.

About 7,000 of the
agency’s patients are eligi-
ble to receive the vaccine,
and the flagship clinic in
the Chinatown Interna-
tional District expanded its
vaccination distribution to
nonpatients living in the
largely low-income area.

If the vaccine shortage
continues, Batayola be-

lieves that inequity will
become worse. “Once
essential workers are part
of the mix to be eligible to
be vaccinated, it will be an
even bigger problem,” she
said.

Compared to other
states with similar racial
demographics, Washing-
ton’s vaccine disparities
appear to be comparable.
Oregon, for instance, has
the same share of Hispanic
residents as Washington,
and they make up 35% of
cases there, according to
an analysis by the Kaiser
Family Foundation. But
just 6% of Oregon’s vacci-
nations have gone to His-
panic people.

As with other aspects of
COVID-19 data, Washing-
ton’s effort to collect and
publicly share racial data
around vaccinations has
been slow and prone to
problems. The state has
planned to post race and
other demographic data on
its online vaccine data
“dashboard,” but as of
Friday it had not done so.

“Unfortunately, we have
had to work through a lot
of technical difficulties,
along with some data col-
lection, analysis, and ca-
pacity hurdles that have
delayed getting it to the
dashboard,” Koenig said.

Racial disparities in
vaccination rates have
been found throughout the
country, said Eric Schneid-
er, a senior vice president
at the New York-based
Commonwealth Fund, a
private foundation that
supports research on
health care practice and
policy.

However, it’s difficult to
know the accurate rate of
disparity since about 50%
of the vaccine recipients’
races are listed as “un-
known” in the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention data.

“We need to have better
data to really understand
the inequity,” Schneider
said.

said vaccination sites ap-
pear to open more often in
areas with a higher white
population.

“We’re still in a scarcity
period of the vaccine being
in short supply,” Schneider

said. “I think that this
problem will get worse as
the vaccine becomes more
available and if people let
their guard down about
ensuring that it’s equitably
distributed.”
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