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New Electric Vehicle Fast Charging Station
Benton PUD held a ribbon-cutting event for the new electric vehicle fast charging
station located at the Southridge Sports and Events Complex. This is the first of nine
charging stations that features fast charging capabilities and is part of a pilot project
led by the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Transportation Alliance (EVITA). The fast
charging stations will reduce typical charging times from hours to minutes.
EVITA is an industry collaboration comprised of Benton PUD, Benton REA, Energy
Northwest, Franklin PUD, City of Ellensburg, City of Richland Energy Services and
TRIDEC. EVITA received a $405,000 grant from the Washington State Department of
Transportation for the project. Proceeds of the grant were combined with public
and private funds and in-kind contributions.
Benton PUD partnered with the City of Kennewick, Greenlots and EV4 on the
Southridge charging station. “We appreciate the City of Kennewick’s partnership,”
said Chad Bartram, Benton PUD general manager. “They provided an excellent
location for both local citizens and visitors to the Tri-Cities.”
For more information on EVITA and research on the costs and benefits of an electric
vehicle, go to BentonPUD.org.

In the news:
Court orders dams to spill
In April 2018, additional spill began at the eight
federal dams located in the lower Snake and
Columbia Rivers diverting water away from
turbines that produce electricity to the
spillways. The “spill test” was ordered by U.S.
Judge Michael Simon out of concern that not
enough is being done to protect endangered
fish in the operating plan for the Columbia and
Snake hydroelectric dams.
For many years, the dams have been managed
under standards set by the “Biological Opinion”
(BiOp), a plan developed by our nation’s top
environmental scientists. The 2014 BiOp was
deemed insufficient by the Court.
“The Biological Opinion is the result of years of
collaborative work between President Barack
Obama’s administration, Washington and other
Pacific Northwest states, sovereign Northwest
tribes, and other local stakeholders with direct
knowledge and expertise in mitigation and
recovery efforts. Rejecting the BiOp only hurts
the people of Washington state and sets us
back decades in our fight to protect fish and
support clean energy,” said in a joint statement
by Representatives Cathy McMorris Rodgers,
Dan Newhouse, and Jamie Herrera Beutler.
There is debate whether the additional spill will
make a difference on fish survival rates.
Modeling by NOAA Fisheries shows that
additional spill may have little to no impact on
fish survival rates. Other studies show that
under certain conditions high spill levels may
actually reduce survival rates.

Pictured from left to right: Brad Sawatzke - Energy Northwest, Benton PUD Commissioner Lori
Sanders, Kennewick City Council Member Matt Boehnke, Tom Ashley - Greenlots, Senator Sharon
Brown, Lori Mattson - Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce, Tonia Buell - Washington State
Dept. of Transportation and Benton PUD Commissioner Jeff Hall.

New Construction Rebate
The Benton PUD Energy Efficient Homes rebate is paid to builders whose
construction demonstrates a minimum of 10% more efficiency than a Washington State code-built home. Rebate amounts are based on energy savings (in
kWhs) as calculated and verified through Bonneville Power Administration.
Energy savings can be achieved by:
· Windows and insulation upgrades
· HVAC and smart thermostat upgrades
· Water heating upgrades
· Appliance upgrades
· Lighting upgrades, including fixtures

Early estimates made by the Bonneville Power
Administration (BPA) placed the cost of the
additional spill to Northwest customers at
about $40 million in a normal water year.
Because we are having a better than normal
water year, BPA’s latest estimate is now at $10.2
million after accounting for other cost savings
from the fish and wildlife program.
Because this is a one year spill test, Benton PUD
Commissioners made the decision to not pass
on any of the additional costs in our customers’
retail rates; however, there is a possibility that
the test will be extended into future years by
the Court. Should that happen, it may place
upward pressure on retail rates in the future.

For more information about the rebate contact Benton PUD at (509) 582-1234.
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You can count on us !
Benton PUD receives national recognition
Benton PUD was recognized by the American Public Power Association (APPA)
Reliable Public Power Provider (RP3) program as a top public power utility that
excels in reliability, safety, workforce development and system improvement.
We received a score of 100%, earning the Diamond RP3 designation, the
highest designation that is awarded. This was the second consecutive time
the Diamond designation was awarded to Benton PUD. The first award was in
May of 2015.

“Move Over” law expanded
to include utility workers
Currently Washington State law requires drivers
to move over a lane or slow down for emergency vehicles stopped on the shoulder of the
highway. Starting June 7, 2018, motorists
must do the same for utility vehicles including line trucks from power utilities.
Utility workers often have to work on powerlines
located along roadways in inclement weather
conditions, at night and/or in emergency
situations to restore power which adds to the
dangers associated with this work.

“The RP3 designation is a tribute to
our employees and their dedication
to providing our customers reliable
service,” said Chad Bartram, general
manager.

“Our linemen and other workers need to be able
to concentrate on their work and not have to be
concerned about vehicles speeding by the work
area,” said Stephen Frost, utility safety coordinator. “ This law supports the importance of drivers
to move over or slow down when approaching
any vehicle at the side of the road.”

Benton PUD receives Safety Award
Benton PUD received the 2018 Northwest Public Power Association (NWPPA)
First Place Safety Award in the category of utilities with more than 250,000 hours
and less than 500,000 hours of safety exposure. The NWPPA’s Safety Award is
based upon the number of recordable cases and the lost work days in 2017.

Spring Safety Tips
When working outdoors, always watch out for
overhead power lines when using a ladder or
working with irrigation pipes. Don’t cut or trim
branches that are in contact with power lines.
And use extreme caution around downed
power lines. Don’t touch or go near them or
touch anything that is
touching a downed line.

Where your power comes from:
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*
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Thank You to Women in Nuclear

Our Rivers, Our Way of Life

Over the last several years Energy Northwest’s Women in Nuclear (WIN) have
continuously donated to Benton PUD’s Helping Hands Program. “Benton PUD’s
Helping Hands program aligns with our organization’s mission. They support
individuals who need assistance receiving safe and reliable energy,” said Nykki
Drake, training specialist and WIN committee member. “When we were looking
for an organization to support we felt this was a WIN-ing combination.”

Benton PUD has partnered with Franklin PUD,
Benton REA, City of Kennewick and other businesses
and community organizations to host RiverFest
2018. RiverFest 2018, a family event, will feature
exhibitors, vendors and entertainment to highlight
the Federal Columbia River Power System and
showcase the benefits of the four lower Snake River
dams including navigation, irrigation, recreation and
power.

L to R: Nykki Drake, Jennifer Kuklinski, Tracey Parmelee, Kaitlin Carter, Amie Bootsma,
Denise Tilley, Danielle Dunigan, Jamie Dunn and JoAnna Dobson. (John Dobken photo)

For more information

BentonPUD.org or call Customer Service 509.582.2175

